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The Al)-Beneficent, The AN-Merciful 
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In The Name OF Allah, The All-Beneficenr, The All-Menciful 


As to the Righteous, they wilf be in the midst of 
Gardens and Springs; Q aking joy in the things 
which their Jord gives them, because, before 
then, they were good - doers—Q) hey were in the 
habit of sleeping but little 6v night; And in the 
hour of early dawn, they were found praying 
for Forgiveness. 51/15-18 
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INTRODUCTION 

s of worship are classified into obligatory (wdjib) and 
lied (mustahabb). Being known by each and every Muslim, it is 
w to detail the obligatory rites that are of the same degree of 
"Yet, the recommended acts of worship differ in significance and 
unt of reward attained thereof. Among the various recommended 
ship and prayers, the Salat al-Layl carries a special distinction as 

Qur'ün and traditions have made lots of emphasis and 
llations for its performance. 


ifully investigate the matter, it goes without saying that night is 
cof rest and relax for the majority of people. Yet, to replace that 
«commended acts of worship purposed for attaining the pleasure 
tty Allah is indeed a matter worthy of reward—a distinctive 
ssides, due to the quietness and stillness of night, a worshipper 
nunicate with Almighty Allah in such a concentrated way that 
m other times. Of course, a deep seclusion with Almighty Allah 
- to Him and takes away from acts of disobedience to Him. 
ss, there are many others reasons for the unique characteristics 

of the night worship (tahajjud). In the following lines, details 
esented about the Sa/dt al-Lavl—the Night Prayer, the highly 
Hed act of worship. 


SALAT AL-LAYL IN THE HOLY QUR’AN 
The Holy Qur'an has called attention to the night worship on account of its 
significance. Let us now present a number of holv verses referring to this 


highly desirable act of worship: 
(1) Almighty Allah has said in the Holy Qur'àn: 
The steadfast, and the truthful, and the obedient, those who 
spend (and hoard not), those who pray for pardon in the watches 
of the night. 3/17 
Explaining this holy verse, Shaykh al-Tabrisiy"? says that the portion, 
"those who pray for pardon in the watches of the night," refers to those who 
offer prayers after midnight and before daybreak. This meaning has been 
reported from Imam ‘Ali ibn Müsà al-Rida on the authority of his father on 
the authority of Imam Ja`far al-Sàdiq— peace be upon them all. Other 
exegetes have mentioned that this portion of the holy verse refers to those 
who implore Almighty Allah for forgiveness at the time before daybreak. 
Other exegetes have specified those who offer the obligatory Fajr Prayer 
congregationally as the intendeds by the holy verse. Others have mentioned 
that the holy verse refers to those whose prayers extend to the time before 
daybreak and then they seek Almighty Allah's forgiveness and supplicate to 
Him. In any case, it has been narrated that Imam Ja far al-Sádiq (a.s) said, 


ASI odin Jal a p rl cd E cain di ial c 
Those who seek Almighty Allah's forgiveness seventy times in the 
time before daybreak are included with this verse. 


The Holy Prophet (a.s) is reported as saying, 
JD «uisa ge JE cris BB WE GoM Jol ua Up dy uus di 


1) Majma' al-Bayün fi Tafsir al-Qur'ün 2:419. 
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HE e pe cle oy ixl Sy cdit $ Embed JE crede 
Almighty Allah says: I determine to inflict My chastisement upon 
the inhabitants of the earth; but when I consider those who 
construct (with worship) My houses (i.e. places of worship), those 
who are vigilant at nights for worship, those who love each other 
for the sake of Me, and those who implore Me for pardon at the 
times before daybreak, I decide to save them from that 
chastisement, 1) 
Albeit the general sense of the holy verse states that it includes all those 
who seek Almighty Allah's forgiveness in the time before daybreak, 
narrations have dedicated it to the Salat al-Witr (the one-Rak'ah prayer 
desirably offered after the Salat al-Layl and the Shaf Prayer). In this 
connection, Shaykh al-Sadiiq” has authentically narrated that Imam Ja`far 
al-Sàdiq (a.s) said, 


FF W ule Cobb, Bye i A co ib ĠU aal Sil 1] 933 $ JB Ha 
ta di ja Eid A eae E cg dl ye ek d gS EL cel 

«rs 
As for those who repeat the following statement seventy times in 
the Witr Prayers and do this regularly for a whole year,- Almighty 
Allah will include them with those who seek His forgiveness in the 


times before daybreak, and His forgiveness will be fixed for them. 


The statement is: ASTAGHFIRUL-LLAAHA RABBEE WA-ATOOBU 
ILAYH(I) (1 seek the forgiveness of Allah, my Lord, and I repent 
before Him.) 


Shaykh al-Tisiy,” has also authentically narrated on the authority of 
Mu ‘awiyah ibn 'Ammaàr that, explaining Almighty Allah’s saving, 
And in the hour of early dawn, they (were found) praying for 
Forgiveness. 51/18 


©) Muhammad Salih al-Mazindaraniy: Sharh Usitl al-Kafi 1:283. 
(2) Mfan-La-Yahduruhu'l-Fagih 1:309. 
. ® Tahdhib al-Ahkċim 1:272. 
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Imam Ja far al-Sàdiq (a.s) said that this praying for forgiveness is dedicated 
to the statement of forgiveness that is repeated seventy times at the last 
hours of night. 

Similarly, Imam al-Sadiq (a.s) is reported to have said that the Holy Prophet 
(a.s) used to seek Almighty Allah's forgiveness seventy times during the 
Witr Prayers. 


(2) The Holy Qur'àn reads, 
Dade ets eI AUT DI cuu o Jis GU Bf ESI Jal oye ape Led 
They are not all alike. Of the People of the Scripture there is a 
staunch community who recite the revelations of Allah in the night 
season, falling prostrate (before Him). 3/113 
In this holy verse, Almighty Allah has granted a special privilege to a party 
of the People of the Scripture (Ahi al-Kitàb) for they stay vigilant at nights, 
reciting the revelations of Him and practicing acts of worship. Of course, 
the holy verse has referred to the night prayer because prostration is always 
accompanying prayers. To sum it up, the majority of exegetes of the Holy 
Qur'an (Mufassiriin) have decided that the holy verse refers to the night 
worship (i.e. tahajjud). 
(3) Another holy verse reads: 
Ny sama alza cl) lis OF ne BU GU gy ama JU a; 
And some part of the night awake for it, a largess for thee. It may 
be that thy Lord will raise thee to a praised estate 17:79. 
"Ali ibn Ibrahim al-Qummiy,"” explaining this holy verse, says that it refers 
to the Saldt al-Layl. It has been narrated that, 
SU Sym 3 Ia HLA G yd! s 
The cause of light on the Resurrection Day is the prayer in the 
midst of night. 


It is worth mentioning that the Salat al-Layl was obligatory upon the Holy 
Prophet (a.s) while it was optional for the others.” 


Tafsir al-Qummiy 2:25. 
(2) Shaykh al-Tabrisiy: Majma' al-Bavan fi Tafsir al-Qur'ān 6:283, as quoted from 
Abdullah ibn "Abbas. 
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THE HOLY PROPHET'S NIGHT WORSHIP 

Shaykh al-Tüsiy, in his book of Tahdhib al-Ahkam 1:231, has recorded on 
the authority of Mu'àwiyah ibn Wahab that Imam Ja`far al-Sádiq (a.s), 
describing the Holy Prophet’s night worship, said that when he would go to 
sleep, some pure water was put, and covered, near the Holy Prophet’s head 
and his siwdk (a stick used for cleaning the teeth) was put under his bed. He 
then would sleep for a while. When he woke us, he sat, gazed at the sky 
carefully, and recited the following holy verses: 


(47) LU "T cy Jl abi cxx 2, cal a ab ġol 
c GI ole T. Oy Seay —€— ues I> p, Gui AT 05$. EU 
Iil bU (ie cii U GL, urs co alis D oa ki; 28), 
Jl ae eel L AT iS I Joss ce eli] G AD) JU cole Cs 
gs Web b; LG BS) Lal of ol] uot Gales Law bi ty (ay) 
Éi Y, ML, ule Ges L Ef, E, cary spl ge yy GU. be 5, 

OAD Sbai LES d LA e 


Lo! In the creation of the heavens and the earth and (in) the 
difference of night and day are tokens (of His Sovereignty) for men 
of understanding. (190) Such as remember Allah, standing, sitting, 
and reclining, and consider the creation of the heavens and the 
earth, (and say): Our Lord! Thou createdst not this in vain. Glory 
be to Thee! Preserve us from the doom of Fire. (191) Our Lord! 
Whom Thou causest to enter the Fire: him indeed Thou hast 
confounded. For evil-doers there will be no helpers. (192) Our 
Lord! Lo! we have heard a crier calling unto Faith: "Believe ye in 
your Lord!" So we believed. Our Lord! Therefor forgive us our sins, 
and remit from us our evil deeds, and make us die the death of the 
righteous. (193) Our Lord! And give us that which Thou hast 
promised to us by Thy messengers. Confound us not upon the Day 
of Resurrection. Lo! Thou breakest not the tryst. 3:190-194. 


The Holy Prophet (a.s) then would practice the rites of purification and 
cleaning and then go to his place of prayer where he would offer a four 
Rak'ah (unit) prayer with such a long Rukit^ (ritual genuflection) that one 
watching would ask when he would raise his head and also such long Sujfid 
(ritual prostration) that one watching would ask the same question. He 
would then go back to his bed and sleep for a considerable while. He would 
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then wake up again and repeat the verv same thing. In the third time, he. in 
addition to the aforesaid steps, would offer the Witr Prayer and the two 
Rak'ah prayer (i.c. Náfilat al-Fajr: the Dawn Supererogatory Prayer) and 
then go out for leading the Fajr congregational Prayer. 


A similar narration has been recorded by Shaykh al-Majlisiv, in al-Kafi 
3:445, on the authority of al-Halabiy who reported from Imam Ja far al- 
Sadiq (a.s). In this narration, the Imam (a.s) added quoting Almighty 
Allah’s saying, 


LS 


Verily in the messenger of Allah ye have a good example for him 

who looketh unto Allah and the Last Day, and remembereth Allah 

much. 33:21 
The narrator then asked him when the Holy Prophet (a.s) used to wake up 
for practicing the night worship. The Imam (a.s) answered that that was 
after the first third of night. Yet, another narration has specificd after 
midnight as the time when the Holy Prophet (a.s) used to wake up for the 
night worship. 
Likewise, it has been narrated in Mishkát al-Masàbih, pp. 107 (by al- 
Tabriziy), on the authority of Hamid ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Awf that one 
of the companions, during a journey, decided to watch how the Holy 
Prophet (a.s) would practice his night worship. He therefore stayed up that 
night and then narrated the following: 
When he offered the ‘Isha’ Prayer, the Holy Prophet (a.s) slept for a 
considerable while. He then woke up, gazed at the horizons, and recited the 
five holy verses (previously mentioned) of the Sürah of Ali-'Imràn. He then 
extended his hand to his bed and took out a siwak and washed his teeth with 
some water that he had. He then stood up and offered a prayer that took the 
same time of his sleep. He then went to bed and had a lie-down that was as 
long as his prayer. He then woke up and repeated the same steps that he had 
done in the first time. He repeated such three times before dawn. 


This narration has been also narrated by al-Nassa'ty. 
It has been also narrated that Ya'liy ibn Mumallak asked Ummu-Salamah, 
the Holy Prophet's wife, about her husband's prayer. She answered, 
How can you imitate his prayer? He used to offer prayer as long as 
he would sleep and then sleep as long as he offered prayer and 
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repeat the same thing until morning... etc. 
(4) Almighty Allah says in the Holy Qur'an: 
oe rao 
And who spend the night before their Lord, prostrate and standing. 
25/64 


This holy verse falis in the middle of several verses describing the 
characteristics of the true servants of the All-beneficent God. 


(5) Describing the true believers, Almighty Allah says in the Holy Qur'àn, 


A o edi GS 
Their limbs do forsake their beds of sleep, while they call on their 
Lord, in fear and hope: and they spend in charity out of the 
sustenance which We have bestowed on them. 32/16 
The limbs of these believers forsake their beds on account of offering the 
Salat al-Layl. These are the worshippers at nights who leave their beds 
many times a night for practicing acts of worship. 
Al-Wahidiy has narrated that Mu'àdh ibn Jabal said the following: 


In our journey back from the Battle of Tabük, some of us 
separated from the Holy Prophet (a.s) because of the terribly hot 
weather. Having seized this opportunity, I came near him and 
asked, "O Allah's Messenger! Tell me about a deed that causes me 
to enter Paradise and takes me away from Hellfire." 


"You have asked about a momentous matter!” said the Holy 
Prophet (a.s), "However, this matter is easy to those for whom 
Almighty Allah decides to make it easy. You should worship 
Almighty Allah without associating anything with Him; and (you 
should) perform the (obligatory) prayers; and defray the required 
Zakat; and observe fasting during the month of Ramadan. If you 
wish, I may inform you about the doors to gcodness.” 


"Yes. I do," said I. 

The Holy Prophet (a.s) said, "Fasting is protection; and almsgiving 
erases one's faults and so does one's standing up at midnight for 
prayer intended purely for the sake of Almighty Allah." 
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The Holy Prophet (a.s) then recited the holy verse involved. 
Imam Ja far al-Sidiq (a.s) is also reported to have said, 
p) d OB or adhe y] ofa LI d YY cd dos oo Jer be L 
neo DJEN e mE LO. o^ eem ales) : Jue "e la as pis eol oe: 
e ol I oe edi uil o cc pli inp ea 
For every good deed that a servant of Allah performs, the reward 
for it is specified in the Qur'àn, except for the Night Prayer, which 
commands an unusually high reward on account of its great worth. 
(Almighty Allah says in the Holy Qur'an): Their sides shun their 
beds as they call on their Lord in fear and hope; and they expend 
of what We have provided them. No soul knows what delight is laid 
up for them secretly, as a recompense for that they were doing 
(32:16,17). 
(6) The Holy Qur'an reads, 
Gie Ja ay Ry ge yy BRU Sy LIK, ae LU AUT Cs ye pl 
UU i għ Ss Ca b PA HE IRE UPS PART 
Is he who pays adoration in the watches of the night, prostrate 
and standing, bewaring of the Hereafter and hoping for the mercy 
of his Lord, (to be accounted equal with a disbeliever)? Say: Are 
those who know equal with those who know not? But only men of 
understanding will pay heed. 39/9 
(7) The Holy Qur'an also reads, 
QA) Di et għali (WV) D eme Ú SUI ye SS 9S 
They used to sleep but little of the night. And ere the dawning of 
each day would seek forgiveness. 51/17-18. 
Explaining this holy verse, Shaykh al-Tabrisiy™ has mentioned that it refers 


to the believers who very little sleep in the night since the larger part of it is 
spent with acts of worship. Other exegetes, depending upon a narration 


U Bihar al-Anwár 84:122. 
(2 "Hal al-Shara'i', p.23; Wasaá'il al-Shi'ah, V, 276. 
0) Majma' al-Bayan fi Tafsir al-Qur'àin 9:155. 
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reported from Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (a.s), have mentioned that the holy 
verse means that those people used to offer praver at each and everv night 
of their ages. As regards the second verse involved, Imam al- -Sàádiq (a.s) is 
also reported to have said that these people used to seek Almighty Allah's 
forgiveness seventy times in the Witr Prayers. 


(8) The Holy Qur'àn reads, 
esl bu dd d 
And in the night-time, hymn His praise; and after the (prescribed) 
prostrations. 50/40 
(9) The roy Quan sien reads, 
JJ TT (£^) "m u> eb, e co tel H wh pod pe 
el Jub eM 
And wait patiently for the judgment of your Lord, for surely you 
are before Our eyes, and sing the praise of your Lord when you 


rise. And in the night-time also hymn His praise, and at the setting 
of the stars. 52/48-49 


"Ali ibn Ibrahim quotes that the Holy Infallibles (a.s) explaining this holy 
verse, have said that it refers to and encourages on the Night Prayer. 


(10) The Holy Qur'an reads, 
Ia għ S eL, d ans UE gy 
And part of the night, prostrate thyself to Him; and glorify Him a 
long night through. 76/26 


Commenting on this holy verse, Imam Ja'far al-Sàdiq (a.s) has said that 
Almighty Allah ordered the Holy Prophet (a.s) to offer prayers at hours of 
the night; so, he (a.s) did.” 


(10) The Holy Qur'in also says, 
de 55. Cr) 99 Lat E s en Su p gn o dr G 
Gb, wal os a Jol AU 0] (o) UB ^ le A U (8) Sy ol dl oy 
CO 93 ev 


O you who have wrapped up in your garments: Rise to pray in the 


(Bihar al-Anwar 84:122. 
) Da'a'im al-Islam 1:210. 
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night except a little, Half of it, or lessen it a little. Or add to it, and 
recite the Qur'an as it ought to be recited. Surely, We will make to 
light upon you a weighty Word. Surely the rising by night is the 
firmest way to tread and the best corrective of speech. 73/1-6 
In Tahdhib al-Aħkim, Shaykh al-Tusiy has recorded on the authority of al- 
Zahir ibn Muhammad ibn Muslim that Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (a.s), 
explaining the second holy verse involved, said, 


In this verse, Almighty Allah has ordered the Holy Prophet (a.s) to 
offer prayers at each and every night save the nights at which he 
would not be able to do. 
Explaining the sixth holy verse, Imam Ja ‘far al-Sàdiq (a.s) is reported to 
have said, 


This verse refers to the leaving of one's bed for nothing other than 
seeking Almighty Allah's pleasure,” 


1) Tahdhib al-Ahkam 2:337. 


SALAT AL-LAYL IN NARRATIONS 
The Holy Prophet and the Infallible Imàms (a.s) have shown special 
interests and paid thorough attention to the Night Prayer. Only through their 
continuous engagements into Night Prayer, invocations, and supplications at 
dawn could Almighty Allah's favorite saints and mystics attain exalted 
spiritual positions. Let us now present a collection of the words of the Holy 
Prophet and Imams about the Night Prayer: 
ARCHANGEL GABRIEL 
Advising the Holy Prophet (a. S) Archangel Gabriel said. 


Li cia U Jae cd ja ali ett sis le col, unu ail cit ute dac U 

ue jal jal e 46 o «Kl ole cps Gye aai bli 
O Muhammad! Live you as you wish, for verily you will die one 
day. And love whatever you like, for verily you will have to part 
from it. Act as you wish, for verily you will have to face it. Know 
that the distinction of a believer lies in his establishing the Night 


Prayer and his nobleness lies in refraining from (maligning) the 
people's honor.) 


PROPHET JESUS 
Prophet Jesus (a.s) has said, 


i; f de a y Cue gl er as te obi rg 
bl Gs alas m e» nmn Jl dane le JUasJi ada x TET 
dE ELE gl ara, au God LA aii a 
oll gps e, que e, qU els qa għali od 4 c, 43 995 e 


Sell d gis U fig ah, 


0) Shaykh al-Sadüq: Thawdb al-A ‘mal, p.63, Hadith 41; Man-la-Yahduruhul-Faqih, 
I, 471. 
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Almightv Allah has created the night for three qualities, and He 
created the dav for seven qualities. Whoever passes the night and 
dav without having these qualities, the night and dav will be 
against him on the dav of resurrection. He created the night for 
vou to rest vour tired tendons that have toiled during the dav, and 
for vou to ask forgiveness for the sins vou have committed during 
the dav, and not to return to them, and to stand obedient with the 
obedience of the patient. So, in one third you sleep, in one third 
you stand and in one third you are humble before your Lord. It is 
for this that the night was created, (1) 


He has also said, 
elet "m. ody call wes sf i o^ 09 2 gf) T e» JA, ou 
r2 a Oe pits oar le edi ule Jt lie a Lo el el ba 
Jai a B ee od aly 


In truth I say to you, blessed are they who spend the night in 
prayer, they are those who will inherit perpetual light, because 
they stood on their feet in the darkness of the night in their places 
of prayer; they implore their Lord in hope that He may save them 
from affliction tomorrow, 


THE HOLY PROPHET MUHAMMAD 
Describing Salat al-Layl, the Holy Prophet (a.s) has said, 


COLE Poly cab pt gly col SW Ey ASU Cy Le ys JU Bde 
J RT clea db, cele Mi " ee coll ial Sy Olu Bh; 
D e Coro E ell | omy ale os ES 352) g Sy le 
pe dle e Fist ues Sis E e or m C» Qe os 
ue Cd; ikali gle bets 5 Sb skali LIS Ula Ne ols Bp sala 
EI Għ a EIN teeny (QUI Gu "" p» (ede ¢ oy ue 1555 (ede 
mi iCall OY EST i- bn, bl pall Pal Dra «oui 3 92, dhs 
uis Jie adl Oly alers AFT eis m? mai) cr» demi 

i y Ball 


0 Bihar al-Anwar 53:207. 
O Bir al-Anwár 14:314. 
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The Night Prayer is the means of pleasing Almighty Allah, the love 
of His angels, the norm of the Prophets, the light of knowledge, 
the origin of faith, the rest of bodies, the hatred of Satan, the 
weapon against the enemies, the responding to the prayers, the 
acceptance of the deeds, the blessing in the sustenance, the 
interceder to the Angel of Death, the torch in the grave, the bed 
under the side, the answer to Munkar and Nakir (the two angels 
interrogating in the grave) and the friend and visitor in the grave 
up to the Resurrection Day when the prayer will form a shadow on 
the head of the performer, a crown of his head, a dress covering 
his body, a light forwarding before him, a screen preventing from 
Hellfire, an acquital before Almighty Allah, a heaviness in the Scale 
(of deeds), a permission to pass the Path and a key to enter 
Paradise. This is because prayer is proclamation of Almighty Allah’s 
greatness, praise, glorification, adoration, sanctification, 
veneration, recital and supplication. The best of deeds is certainly 
the prayer performed in its best time.™ 


The Holy Prophet (a.s) has said: 
tila lego Co gs alia Jes je db el AT lace a LN Ble G5) o 
4i um daa grey pet Oy mlu cl, Hale Ly ea je d hey 
Jl qase rao Uo che JF B «BS ya rgo dae ilie aly A hy 
JS pj p oU BW, GALL dis YS yb ael ig; 8,6 di 
lj pAn 


When Almightv Allah appoints the night vigil as sustenance for His 
slave, man or woman, when he/she wakes up at night with sincere 
devotion towards Him, performs a full ablution, and says prayer for 
the Almighty with the purity of intention, with whole heartedness 
and with tearful eyes, Almighty Allah appoints seven rows of 
angels (to pray) behind him/her. No one except Allah can count 
their number on each side of each row, which extends from the 
east to the west. When he concludes the prayer, Almighty Allah 
writes grades for him equal to their number.(2) 


U Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 87, pp. 161. 
o Wasa'il al-Shi'ah, V, 275. 
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He has also said, 
ot BBG lady coll ul 52,3 Jal ch Gy ley 3,6 di o] 
c^ Sb qa d eae Jal au ax, de Yo ext eega 
cuoi, TD el fa abl (uos ose t Orca jll 
Jul Y (ob glide SEJ cuo bs LLL 
When Allah—Blessed and Elevated is He—sees the people of a 
village sinking in acts of disobedience to Him but there are still 
three believing individuals therein, He—Glorified be He and sacred 
be His Names—will state to these people: O People of disobedience 
to Me! Except for the presence, amongst you, of these believers 
whe love each other for My Glorification, construct My lands and 
mosques with their prayers, and seek My forgiveness in the last 
hours of night out of their fear of Me, I would inflicted My 
chastisement upon you all and I will not care for you at all. 


He has also said, 

Jel fy tady qa dehy Had cya ced AGU JI ual See Jr ht o] 
L JB BB cadi LS 5I dl CT pole by eżiti el! Gye B ody IŻ 3] 
ple ed AST de JE si, ael ku gae dL calle Jo fell ola Wy 
So lia sr B oe HE B cate I Lo Jil Se 5290 dle fe 

A) co 818, A L4 LO galy QW, Oya ò Éy cell 
Allah, Exalted is His Majesty, revealed to the world: Put whoever 
serves you in hardship; and serve whoever abandons you. 
Whenever one sits in the privacy of the night and prays to and 
calls on his Master, Almighty Allah will illuminate his heart. 
Whenever he says, “O Lord,” Almighty Allah whose Majesty is 
Exalted will respond to him saying, “O My servant! I heard you. 
Ask Me for whatever you want. I will grant it to you. Rely on Me, 
and I wili suffice you.” Then Almightv Allah whose Majesty is 
exalted tells the angels, “O My angels! Notice My servant who is 
having a private time with Me in the darkness of this night, while 
the rogues are having fun, and the ignorant people are asleep. 
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Witness that I have forgiven him.“ 
He has also said, 
bi otal, of a A. ott jt 
The most honorable ones of my nation are the carriers of (experts 
in) the Holy Qur'àn and the worshippers at night. (2) 
He has also said, 
Agata od geal abe OF eb ue all olde uo y Jer JIĠ U 
Archange! Gabriel has made so much recommendation about the 


night prayer to me that I assumed the righteous ones of my nation 
will never sleep. 


He has also said, 
gU tty ABU ghas oral tilly celat ubl a aS us 
The best of you are they who offer food (to the needy), greet 


everybody, and offer prayers at night while the others are 
asleep. 


Likewise, the Holy Prophet (a.s) advised Imam `Ali (a.s) saying, 
me aia ex, csi WH, WLS GW, oly» os age U 
Jv lt, WAT ag salt ously eoe $ ĦED lets rele jJ 
$ els «lan eb ika esp «cL Ut Gf, e ud ul jiġi; 


Aux, e lnely roa TY que c» SEGĦU d, n MEME 
LE, pall eu 3 Jail, Ay yall 3 US dt G55 voted Uf, 

ax Jl) Ue JE 3 Sait 
O Ali, three characters raise the rank, three others forgive the sins, 
three others cause perdition, and three others achieve salvation. 
The three characters that raise the rank are to perform the (ritual) 
ablution perfectly in biting cold, to wait for the coming prayer after 
accomplishing the current one, and to walk to the collective 


O Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 87, pp. 137 
Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 87, pp. 138. 
Oi Bihar al Anwar, vol. 87, pp. 139. 
G) il-Kafi 4:50. 
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prayers in days and nights. The three characters that cause the 
sins to be forgotten are to greet everybody, to offer food (to the 
needy), and to worship at nights when people are sleeping. The 
three characters that cause perdition are the obeyed niggardliness, 
the pursued passion, and self-conceit. The three characters that 
achieve salvation are to fear Allah, Exalted is He, openly and 
secretly, to be moderate in richness and poverty, and to say the 
right in situations of satisfaction and dissatisfaction.” 


ÖM ala LL, ey ato Jn phe atio 
Observe the Night Prayer. Observe the Night Prayer. Observe the 
Night Prayer, 
Q does call jk, LOL gel eU I B gop Ob BOW le b 
Jet er 
O Ali, a (faithful) believer has three situations of bliss: meeting 
with the friends, offering food to the fasting, and practicing rites of 
worship in the last hours of night. 8) 
The Holy Prophet (a.s) has also said, 
eo wh des 4o ; eol «loy YAL ent ul ab! Asl l 
Almightv Allah did take (Prophet) Abraham for a friend because he 
used to offer food (for the needv people) and offer pravers at night 
while the others were fast asleep.“ 
He has also said, 
JIL aer s o SL be oy 
He who offers prayers at nights will have his face fine-looking on 
days.) 
He has also said, 


1) Shaykh al-Sadüq: al-Khisal 84. 

€ Al-Kulavniv: Rawdat al-Kafi, p.162; al-Hurr al-'Amiliv: Wasd'il al-Shi'ah V, 
268; Shaykh al-Sadüq: Man-la-Yahduruhul-Fagih 1, 484; al-Kulayniy: Furit' al- 
Kafi, 1, 73. 

O Bihar al-Anwar 93:248. 

® Wasá'il al Shi'ah, V. 276. 

Ó! Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khàlid al-Barqiv: al-Mahasin 1:53. 
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Aa) U Go o ST J Spe JOEĠU 
Two Rak'ahs of praver performed in the middle of night are dearer 


to me than the entire world and everything therein.“ 
He has also said, 


Sy call NS JL lS ops esi eat Gls YG iN Le, Se 

PO 
Abide by the Night Prayer, for it is the custom of the virtuous ones 
who existed before you. Verity, the night worship is nearness to 
Almighty Allah, annulling of the wrongdoings, warning against sins, 
and healer of the body against maladies, ?? 


He has also said, 
e STE, LAS dil cy STIN cya GS Lo y (DI ye bal ja JE anl Ib) 
When one awakes his spouse at night for offering prayer, they 
both will be included with "those who remember Allah much.” 
He has also said, 
weld My LL Dyan MATT PCS 
The best of you are the people of thought... those who worship at 
night while the other people are asleep.“ 
He has also said, ħ 
għoli Uo oye Ja Senat pla qa Ja Slay 9G 4t x J PTO 13] d] 


(0 Shaykh al-Sadüq: al al-Shara'i' 138; Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 87, pp. 148. 
? Bihar al-Anwür 59:267. 

0) Majma' al-Bayan fi Tafsir al-Qur'din 8:358. This is of course an indication to 
Almighty Allah's saying in the Holy Quran, 


“Surely, the men who submit and the women who submit, and the believing men 
and the believing women, and the obeying men and the obeying women, and the 
truthful men and the truthful women, and the patient men and the patient women and 
the humble men and the humble women. and the almsgiving men and the almsgiving 
women, and the fasting men and the fasting women, and the men who guard their 
private parts and the women who guard, and the men who remember Allah much 
and the women who remember-- Allah has prepared for them forgiveness and a 


mighty reward. 33/35" 
^ Shaykh al-Huwayziy: Tafsir Nar al-Thagalayn 3:382. 
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When night comes to an end, Allah will sav: Is there anvone calling 
upon Me so that I will answer him? Is there anyone asking Me so 
that I will fulfill his request? Is there anyone to ask forgiveness so 
that I will forgive him? Is there any repentant so that I will accept 
his repentance?™ 


He has also said, 
del eS Ose SIG ji ay SHEL yo pK pe ule eS yi 
leat seil Sca OU ily 
Should I not lead you to have a weapon which could protect you 


against your enemies? Pray your God day and night, because the 
weapon of a believer is the prayer. 


The Holy Prophet (a.s) has also instructed, 
pen els tly Jel Kr" qm ny MNA Lene, , ecl Lysil 
phy ELI 
Be prepared to greet people first, feed others, visit vour relatives; 


when people are asleep go on worshipping: only under these 
conditions will you enter Paradise with peace, 


IMAM “ALY AMIR AL-MU'MININ 
Imam `Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (a.s) has said, 


Kale Te a Gly ES lal gay HL Wel oy ej imd GLI gO 
AGL ae ELI $ ogy eke dil ALI LS «ys Vy CaF VEST OL 
Ie oe dl J 933 TEAL SM oia Holey aly Le sly) b sea fad cl D aao 
gall Ds tales OSL Vy SYS Oye pais cO gala Vy KU O page LS gil 

JO għa Vy Oars Og Vy 
Verily, in the Paradise there is a tree from the above of which 
garments are produced and from beneath of which there are 


horses—spotted, saddled, reined, winged, neither dunging nor 
urinating. The intimate servants of Almighty Allah will ride these 


0 Wasa'il al-Shi'aħ 7:69. 
2) Shaykh al-Jawahiriy: Jawdhir al-Kalam 12:131. 
© Al-Muhaqqiq al-Sabzwariy: Dhakhirat al-Ma ‘ad 2:365. 
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horses and fly wherever they want in Paradise. Those of lower 
degrees will say, “O our Lord! How have these servants of You 
attained such a rank of dignity?” Almighty Allah will answer them, 
“They used to rise in night (for worship) sleeplessiv; and used to 
observe fasting on daytimes and not eat anything; and used to 
struggle against the enemy without showing cowardice; and used 
to give alms without showing stinginess. 


He has also said, 
b GEL Handy ia JU oly ON a DA ioca t A 
Night worship heals the body, pleases the Lord, brings mercy, and 
it is adherence to the prophets’ ethics.) 


Imam ‘Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (a.s) said to the man who had complained to 
him about the incapability of offering the Night Prayer, 


«o yo HES ub Jo) cal 
You are restrained by your sins. 
Imam ‘Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (a.s) used to say, 
uel eU 13] Lai y BOI (ioo gi pbb mala OF U jal clt jal Uy 
We, the Ahl al-Bavt, have been ordered (by Almighty Allah) to 


offer food, to behave prudently in misfortunes, and to offer prayers 
when the others are asleep.” 


He also used to say, 
El abt ily aL JU ye Gey eL Seu as 
Arouse your heart to contemplation; keep your side clear off the 
night; and be heedful towards your Lord. 
He has also said, 
ga 3e ala ORLY Gad asl eL Oda, Jue all o 


Day and night are tiring you out; therefore, you should work on 


1) Al-Fattàl al-Nisabüriy: Rawdat al-Wa 'izin 505. 
(2) Qutb al-Din al-Rawandiy: al-Da'awdt 76. 

0) ALBahá'iy al-'Amiliv: Miftah al-Falah 225. 

€) Al-Mahasin 387. 

6) Usa! al-Kafi, I, 54. 
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them; and thev are taking from vou; therefore, vou should take 
from them. (1) 
IMAM "ALI IBN AL-HUSAYN ZAYN AL-' ABIDIN 
When he was asked why those who practice the night worship had shining 
faces, Imam `Ali ibn al-Husayn Zayn al-' Abidin (a.s) answered, 
As they withdrew with their Lord, He granted them of His Light. ? 
In one of his unique supplications, Imam `Ali ibn al-Husayn Zayn al- 
‘Abidin (a.s) says, 
JU y eL] ug Su ceo edo al) angi (ea ply Hdl «3 bY I nel 
pa lol 45 C. jib SoU ce 45, MS SY Ailey th Gath 
Fill my night with life by keeping me; and awake therein for 
worshiping Thee; and solitude with vigil for Thee; and exclusive 
devotion to reliance upon Thee; and setting my needs before 
Thee; and imploring that Thou wilt; and set my neck free from the 
Fire; and grant me sanctuary from Thy chastisement, within which 
its inhabitants dwell! Leave me not blindly wandering in my 
insolence; or inattentive in my perplexity for a time. (3) 
IMAM MUHAMMAD AL-BAQIR 
Imam Muhammad al-Bágir (a.s) narrated that Abü-Dharr al-Ghifariy (r.a), 
once, preached near the Holy Ka'bah saying, 
TID cho J| LUI dl es $ KAS) roy 
And offer a two Rak' ah prayer in the murk of night in order to be 
saved from the loneliness in the grave. 
Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (a.s) has said, 
gU pty JUL SAD y ebil eb] s eSI eU sole» HH 


The following three acts are (elevating) ranks; (1) To begin with 


) Al-Shahid al-Thani: Munyat al-Murid 231. 
(2) Bihar al-Anwar 84:159. 

(b Al-Sahifah al-Kéamilah al-Sajjadivvah. 

€) Al-Qadi al-Nu'màn al-Maghribiy: Da'd'im al-Islam 1:270; Shaykh al-Sadüq: 
Man-La-Yahduruhul-Fagih 2:282. 
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greeting (those whom you meet), (2) to offer food (to the needy), 
and (3) to offer prayers at night while others are asleep.” 

He has also said, 

del Day (ol ey SLi y coldly aa LAT BE G galt sg 

The amusement of the (faithful) believers lies in three things; (1) 
having joy with women, (2) joking with the friends, and (3) 
offering prayers at night.'? 

He has also said, 


Fae ree AW a gly iy paps OF ye 
One who truly believes in Almighty Allah and the Last (i.e. 


Judgment) Day must not spend a single night before he offers a 
Witr (i.e. one Rak‘ ah) prayer. 


IMAM JA`FAR AL-SADIQ 
Imam Ja’ far al-Sadiq (a.s) has said that within the confidential speeches of 
Almighty Allah to Prophet Moses was the following: 


v US od «ro eo JDI e p uos di ee) pa DB bl pe crt 
edo KI eem 13 uil ule pli blae o L IB Ul la Sem ie Cm 
gris, CE E qt on pte c trol d paral 
os (Eyal ili os iq SMS oe J qa Ol ae m" ars oe 
lame oS saad HG seo «Sal eli à gyal aie 
Son of 'Imrani Liar is he who claims loving Me while when night 
comes over him, he sleeps leaving me. Is it not that a lover longs 
for seclusion with his beloved? Here I am, son of ‘Imran, 
observing My lovers. When night descends, I make their sights in 
their hearts and represent My punishment before their eyes; they 
address to Me as if they see Me and speak to Me as if they are 
present before Me. Son of ‘Imran! Give Me piety from your heart, 
give Me submission from your body, give Me tears from your eyes 
in the murks of night, and then pray to Me and you will find Me 


1) Al-Hurr al-Amiliv: Wasd'il al-Shi ah 8:158. 
© Al-Fattàl al-Nisaburiy: Rawdar al-Wa zin 373. 
0) Shaykh al-Sadüq: ‘Mal al-Shara'i' 2:20. 
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near and responsive. 
Imam al-Sádiq (a.s) has also said that Almighty Allah revealed to one of the 
Prophets of the Israelites saying, 


[PI l saqs taż lies Lal B oS wail > G tae slab of el of 
da o^ dS lo (UAI Gost ule Gill bil je YW a m ġia 
tgl c "n odo 4 oat bul ol p dyal AP) o^ "T ety! 
2 sdall ye ote gl y ay ell 
If you wish to see Me in Paradise in the Hereafter, be lonely, sad, 
fear the people as a bird which flies over dry land and eats the top 
of branches and drinks from the springs and goes to its nest at 
night, and does not seek refuge in the nests of other birds. It is 
accustomed to its Lord and fears other birds.(2) 
DUE aby qa Tasg 8,8 Jarl Jt ali $ od 
Wake up (for worship) in the darkness of night so that I will make 
your grave one of the gardens of Paradise. €) 
Imam Ja`far al-SAdiq (a.s) has also said that the following statement was 
among the instructions that Almighty Allah revealed to Prophet Jesus (a.s): 
gee Bole ag) SiG tbls (qu a GPI LM eo 
Be vigilant through the night seeking My pleasure, and thirst 
through your day for the day when you are in need of Me.'? 
Imam Ja far al-Sadiq (a.s) has said, 
USL p AI LI EGGS JN ice 


The Night Prayer erases the sins committed on daytimes.'?? 


He has also said, 
til m PEST S. T «JIL Għa aji E 


The distinction of a believer lies in his establishing the Night Prayer 


© Wasã'il al-Shi ah, Vol. 4 P 1125. 
© Bihar al-Anwar 14:457. 

©) 4I-Da 'awáüt. 

€) Tuhaf al-'Ugil 497. 

O Bihäār al-Anwar 84:135. 
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and his nobleness lies in the cessation of injuring the people. 
He has also said, 

B Uo ens Jul STG cba BAN, Gall as all 3d be Boe 
darn JT ey EDT i55 ll sul 

The honor and adornment of a faithful believer in this world as well 

as the world to come are three things; (1) the (practice of the) 

Night Prayer, (2) self-sufficiency against what others possess, and 

(3) the allegiance to the Imams of the Family of Muhammad, (1) 


He has also said, 
Ob yl ebay ces Call Wail, c JAY asa OG JUS at oy) oye OI 
The night prayer, offering food to the fasting, and meeting one's 


friends are among the pleasure that Almighty Allah grants His 
servants. ? 


Commenting on the holy verse that reads, "Surely, good deeds take away 
evil deeds. (11:114)", Imam Ja`far al-Sàdiq (a.s) said, 


The Night Prayer removes the sins committed on days.) 
He has also said, 
le eu el IMLA Gr eo P LE ML eo SIE ĠIRI jfa JE OI 
359 
For a single lie, one may be deprived of the Night Prayer; and to 
be deprived of the Night Prayer is to be deprived of sustenance. 
He has also said, 
SAN e eum oo à: OU , LUI ol ga Y 
Never leave practicing the night worship, for the real aggrieved is 
he whom is deprived of the night worship. 
He has also said, 


®© Safinat al-Bihar 2:327. 

)* Allàmah al-Hilliv: Muntahá al-Marlab 4:18. 

1) Shaykh al-Tüsiy: al-Amaliv 294. 

€ Muhammad al-Rayshahriy: Mizan al-Hikmah 3:2678. 
Shaykh al-Sadüq: Thawdb al-A'mal 38. 
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jhe ge 435 e POM Sess bene Led 4 Sead Jet UY sual oj 
Le oe LJ] Lo lil sesta! Ji n (qe sawt col yl Jus Hts abt ul 
si col Us las DW lel ade al ly eue esas 
al ion E Sov Sagi c ddl 85, ji dasdad ig 
A servant (of Almighty Allah) who wakes up at night preparing 
himself for the night prayer, heavy drowsiness causes him to move 
left and right while his chin is hanging to his chest. On seeing so, 
Almighty Allah orders the gates of the heavens to be opened. He 
then says to His angels, "Look at My servant; look how he 
encounters troubles for the sake of seeking nearness to Me in 
matters that I have not imposed upon him. By doing such, he is 
hoping for one of three—either to forgive his sins, or to accept his 
repentance, or to increase his sustenance. Be the witnesses, My 
angels, that I will give him these three things altogether."(? 


He Dos also instructed, 
ġe ell 33 sy esi ise Jal wh, Sed iL ro Yb Jul shay pole 
uel 
Abide by the Night Prayer, for it is the tradition of your Prophet, 


the custom of the virtuous ones who existed before you, and the 
healer of your bodies against maladies. 


He has also said, 
a Aas JU Ca, qu cd Kia el jac Jo ie 
The Night Prayer whitens the face; the Night Prayer perfumes the 
smell; and the Night Prayer increases the sustenance.) 
As he recited Almighty Allah's saying, “Wealth and sons are the adornment 
of the life of this world, 18/46" Imam Ja' far al-Sàdiq (a.s) said, 
II JUN ST ys OLS, Bld 
Likewise, the eight-Rak' ah prayer and the Witr Prayer performed 
at the last hours of night are the adornment of the Hereafter. 


'! [bn Fahad al-Hilliy: ‘Uddat al-Da ‘i 193. 
©) Wasa'il al-Shi ah 5:271 Ch. 37. 
© Shaykh al-Sadüq: Zhuwab al-A'mál, 38. 
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Almighty Allah may grant some peoples both of them." 
He has also said, 


4 Ogni JU 43 ada y anl le ay cei di) a U pa asal qur) eti 

eo ue 

Winter is the believer's spring. Its long nights help him offer his 

rites of worship; and its short daytimes help him observe fasting. ? 
He has also said, 

del! haa aee es je ĠIDU olde pues JIU ghar dl en) oa oS 

Liar is he who claims offering prayers at nights while he still 


starves on days. Verily, Almighty Allah has guaranteed the day 
living for those who offer the Night Prayer. 


He has also said, 
qi BIN SEs iq Cds alba os ea S gin io 
JUMP ten C3, cpl 
The Night Prayer beautifies the face, betters the conducts, 


perfumes the body smell, increases the sustenance, helps settling 
of the debts, removes griefs and improves the sight." 


He has also said, 
tomi td GS AL JAY td TAN 1 JUS Lab uas gl sl ol 
2 Jad skudi 
Verily, the houses in which the Night Prayer is offered with the 


recitation of the Haly Qur'an shine for the inhabitants of the skies 
in the same way as stars shine for the inhabitants of the earth. €) 


He has also said, 
Q3) Cea cm gll pods 5B 295 ceo JE a> BE JU ade (ule LiL 


(1) Shaykh al-Sadüq: Ma ‘ani al-Akhbár 324. 
0) Wasa'il al-Shi'ah 7:303. 

0) Shaykh al-Tüsiy: Tahdhib al-Aliküm 2:121. 
(© Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 87, pp. 153. 

“Shaykh al-Sadüq: Thawdb al-A ‘mal 39. 
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TIRET ISa Ja y ol gy) Gb SoG A v, oue 


Preserve offering the Night Prayer, for it is the sanctity of the Lord. 
It brinas about sustenance, beautifies the face, and guarantees the 
daily living. Lengthen your standing in the Witr Prayers, for it has 
been narrated that one who stands for long time in the Witr Prayer 
will stand (for judgment) little on the Resurrection Day. 
When he was asked about the best time in which a servant becomes the 
closest to Almighty Allah and Almighty Allah becomes close to him/her, 
Imam Ja far al-Sadiq (a.s) said, 


p taro Ee Ur m d os d] ut do uad «LU e E e 134 


4 bu te fe 


29 U sw ab ys dali iay cil I ages m pl nda pS ce 
HC ole a se A dco aie pl 95 Ley sel Là shall eil 
coll bte gs thal, ule 25) 9E | 4) goth aca lel styl coe oF 

i pl S gle uoti ds eL ote l bod ood oa a ier 
Wit L 65] (ue lS 


When a servant wakes up at the last hours of night while the other 
eyes are dull, walks to the place where he performs the (ritual) 
ablution, performs the ablution in the most excellent form, comes 
to the place where he offers prayers, stands erect, directs his face 
towards Almighty Allah, lines up his feet, raises his voice with the 
prayer, recites the Takbir (saying, "Allahu-Akbar"), commences the 
prayer, recites its parts, performs two units (of prayer), and then 
stands up again for offering a new prayer—when he does all this, a 
caller from the highest point in the heavens to the right side of the 
Divine Throne will call at him, "O servant who calls at your Lord! 
Verily, righteousness is spread on your head up to the furthest 
spot in the heavens, and the angels are encompassing you from 
the place of your feet up to the furthest spot in the heavens, and 
Almighty Allah calls at you: My servant; if you really know Whom 
you are calling, you will never turn your face.) 


4) Ja`far ibn Ahmad al-Qummiy: Kitab al-Ghàvat. 
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IMAM “ALI IBN MUSA AL-RIDA 
Commenting on the holy verse that reads, “But the Monasticism which they 
invented for themselves, We did not prescribe for them: (We commanded) 
only the seeking for the Good Pleasure of Allah. 57/27" Imam ‘Ali ibn 
Mfisà al-Rida (a.s) said, 

The monasticism of this nation is the Night Praver.(1) 
Imam ‘Ali ibn Misa al-Rida (a.s) has said, 


gà uei jy OS ld shad J aT cok ke qalb SU Pea, ese 


cole INE le ^ oer EE u^ ie ÁO PUE PER. LS 53 
^x JIL YS għax co Lt ol T - à «le iss ape B d) das Ùl 

N JAY SII gi pa LS sland JAB) tas 
Abide by the Night Prayer; for any servant (of Almighty Allah) who 
wakes up at the last hours of night to offer the eight-Rak`ah 
prayer, the two-Rak`ah Shaf’ Prayer, and the one-Rak`ah Witr 
Prayer, and asks Almighty Allah for forgiveness seventy times in 
the Qunüt (the supplication in the second Rak`ah of prayers)—one 
who does all this shall be certainly saved from the torture in 
graves and from the torture of Hellfire, and shall have his age 
extended for him and shall have his sustenance increased. Verily, 
the houses in which the Night Prayer is performed glow for the 


inhabitants of the skies in the same way as stars glow for the 
inhabitants of the earth. (2) 


THE TRUE BELIEVERS AND THE NIGHT PRAYER 
Describing the true believers, Imam ' Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (a.s) says, 


eel x pla Ql ed ISA qal Bob i, eade sale led GT, 
bil 43 (dale 36 : di jd e par on ql pr eer pen JW 
WU dai, STA Me cut eel Scal Jat ul e xi esi 
TIT ee ule s eel eos Og phim ipe 4 Oyye 
rajta; T las Ud Lyne! ass Ys 2b Lye BÚ « TT 


Shaykh al-Sadüq: "Uyin Akhbar al-Ridà 1:282. 
(1 Shaykh al-Jawahiriy: Jawdhir al-Kalam 7:57. 
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la 3j, ee dee ol Gb, "PO ue ze (gto gl ke c) patil 
alli, lab Yh US, Gut 4s OL m lib «eel Jul d Meet 
(pud dam rebel ale ile opel: was X9 IN (eh tell eel 


ab tea GA eo pell GILL eel peale int sis dade 
U, 3553 $ 4 JE os) bs prose 


During the day they are enduring, learned, virtuous, and God- 
fearing. Fear of Allah has made them thin like arrows, if anyone 
looks at them he believes they are sick, although they are not sick, 
and he says that they have gone mad. In fact, great concern has 
made them mad. During the night they are upstanding on their 
feet reading portions of the Qur'an and reciting it in a well- 
measured way, creating through it grief for themselves and 
seeking by it the care for their ailments. If they come across a 
verse creating eagerness for Paradise they pursue it avidly, and 
their spirit turns towards it eagerly, and they fee! as if it is in from 
of them. And when they come across a verse which contains fear 
of Hell, they bend the ears of their hearts towards it, and feel as 
though the sound of Hell and its cries are reaching their ears. They 
bend themselves from their backs, prostrate themselves on their 
foreheads, their palms, their knees, and their toes, and beseech 
Allah, the Sublime, for their deliverance." 

Likewise, Imam ‘Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (a.s) has described his true 

followers as follows: 


TN o^ KH Je m FRA o^ SAT utes ‘ «Jai D o^ ogy gil "T 

isthi 5,5 gd 
The Shi' ah are pale-faced because of staying up at nights for 
offering prayers, bleary-eyed because of fear of Allah, and dry- 
lipped because of fasting. The dust of the submissive covers 
them. 


On another occasion, Imam ‘Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (a.s) has said describing 
his true followers, 


c; Nah jul Baldghah; sermon 193: Qualities of the God-fearing 
) Bihar al-Anwar 65:151. 
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toga jla TG GSU cadre re Jl el, weg Ujj biit 
U eel ‘BOS olay, talla LJ b gilua (Ovis paler d OSE 
(ead i of Ja sija Ole pase ŻEE imil il de UU eel $ wie 

A339 ei pali ye] EH dá 


So, they wake up panic-stricken, hurried to their prayers crying— 
they, sometimes, weep and sometimes praise Almighty Allah. In 
their places of worship, they weep and resound, At gloomy nights, 
they weep. Were you, O Ahnaf, to see them at nights standing on 
their limbs with the backs bent. They recite the parts of the Qur'an 
in their prayers. Their wailing, lamenting, and sighing are very 
deep. 1) 


Imam ‘Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (a.s) has also said, 


dren gr PAI all o 5] doy $ ka Ùy (de B ka Od cya o] 

Ay S La yl 3 IÓ y Aii (ell art cally e Sa ces je ab 
The (true) believer engages himself (in acts and rites of worship to 
Almighty Allah) while people feel restful towards him. When night 
comes upon him, he takes the face as his bed and prostrates his 
honorable organs before Almighty Allah—Powerful and Majestic is 


He. He confides to the One Who created him (secretly) to release 
him (from Hellfire). You should be like this. 2) 


Imam al-Sàdiq (a.s) has said, 
JÉN o ras ol o eet o o 
He who never offers the Night Prayer is not included with our 
(choicest) adherents. 
He has also said, 


yu e xal JA e > 13) EU o għeb o ot oy ÙI - eh 


Our Shi‘ ah (followers) are the pale, the faint, the lean (as a result 
of intense worship). They are those who at the fall of the darkness 


(D Shaykh al-Sadüq: Sifat al-Shi ah 5. 
(2) Shaykh al-Sadüq: al-Amaliy 290. 
 Wasa'il al-Shi'ah 5:280. 
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of the night turn to it with sadness?!” | 
Describing the true adherents of the Holy Imams (a.s), Imam Ja'far al-Sádiq 
(a.s) says, 
heel cola, da JI Joly BUY, eli i Jal, colL £23! fal Ust | 
OS IL Oyclal «UG Opal My el B BS, oad Wr] | 
qum JS simis ocal Og) ell gal | 
Our Shi'ah are the people of piety and diligence, loyalty and 
honesty, and asceticism and worship. They perform fifty-one 
Rak`ahs in a single day and night. They pass their nights with 
worship and their days with fasting. They give alms from their 
wealth, go on Hajj to the Holy House, and refrain from committing 
any forbidden act.(?) 
He has also said, 


tis 


The characters of our Shi'ah are many: they are generosity, 
openhandedness with the friends, and offering fifty Rak'ahs in day 
and night (seventeen Rak" ahs of the obligatory prayers and thirty- 
three of the supererogatory prayers). 


D Usal al-Kafi, ii, 233, Hadith 7. 
® Shaykh al-Sadüq: Sifat al-Shi'ah 2. 
G) Ibn Shu’ bah al-Harraniy: Tuġuf al- Uqiti 303. 


DETAILS OF THE NIGHT PRAVER 
The Night Prayer is honor for the true believers as it brings about good 
health, erases the sins committed in davs, saves from the loneliness in 
graves, beautifies the face, perfumes the bodv smell, produces sustenance, 
and stands for the ornament of the Hereafter. The Holv Imams (a.s) have 
confirmed that one who observes the Night Praver and claims starving on 
days must be liar, since this prayer guarantees the performer’s sustenance. 
To neglect the night worship is an undesirable thing, in the words of the 
Holy Imams (a.s). Shaykh al-Tüsiy has narrated that Imam Ja far al-Sàdiq 
(a.s) said that each human being wakes up once or twice or even more at 
night. Hence, if he does not rise for worship, Satan will urinate in his ear. 
As a result, one who abandons the night worship feels lazy and slothful at 
waking up in the morning. 
Al-Barqiy, in his book of ‘al-Mahdsin’, has also reported that [mam 
Muhammad al-Baair (a.s) said that the Devil of Night, whose name is 'al- 
Raha’, inspires to the servant who wakes up at night that the hour of 
worship has not yet come. He repeats the same thing whenever a servant 
wakes up. When he succeeds in preventing from practicing the night 
worship, this devil urinates in the servant’s ear, moves his tail, and runs 
away. m 
Ibn Abi-Jumhür has also narrated that the Holy Prophet (a.s) said to his 
companions, “When you go to sleep, Satan binds on your heads three knots 
of heavy sleep. When you wake up and mention Almighty Allah, one knot 
will be untied. When you perform the (ritual) ablution, another knot will be 
untied. When you offer the Night Prayer, the last knot will be untied. 
Hence, you become active and relaxed, otherwise you become slothful and 
ill-tempered.” 
Al-Qutb al-Rawandiy has recorded that Imam ‘Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (a.s) 
confirmed that overeating may deprive of night worship, and sleeping the 


«D Sahth al-Bukhàriv 2:46. 
37 
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whole night mav deprive of prettiness. 


It has been also narrated that Prophet Jesus (a.s) talked with his mother, 
after her death, and asked her whether she would love living in this world 
again. She answered, “J would love so, in order that I will offer prayers at 


the coldest nights and observe fasting on the hottest days. Know, son, that 
this road is terrible!” 


METHOD OF THE SALAT AL-LAYL 

Let us now present the method of the Salat al-Lapl as quoted from al- 
Baqivat al-Sàálihat; ” 

When you wake up at night, it is recommended to prostrate yourself for 


Almighty Allah. It is recommended that you recite the following invocation 
during the prostration or at the end of it: 


Al! Praise be to Allah AL-H'AMDU LIL-LAAHIL- sil 4b al 
Who returned me to life LAD'EE AH'YAANEE BA'DA Uer 


after He had caused me MAA AMAATANEE WA- qi Le tay għal 


to die, and to Him will ILAVHIN-NUSHOORU AL- dadi. 4231 all 
pee RESUTTEEN ON, H'AMDU LIL-LAAHIL-LAD'EE ule 2) (£I d 
All praise be to Allah MES CORE a 
RADDA 'ALAYYA ROOH'EE Y 
Who gave me back my Je 7I) 
l : LLAH'MIDAHOO WA- ^ ie 
soul so that I will praise ; Pw 
and worship Him. ABUDAHOU 4 
When you stand up, say the following invocation: 
O Allah: Help me AL-LLAAHUMMA A'INNEE cle gel ee 
pass the terror of the ‘ALAA HAWLIL-MUT'T"ALJ|'I te iki do 
Resurrection Day; WAWASSP ‘ALAYYAL-MADHIAT Č” € e 
and expand my burial WARZUQNEE KHAYRA MAA (ea T 
place; and grant me BA'DAL-MAWTI E 3 we l 
- . - SAL: 
all the good of the dil, curio 
post-death. hl du 


e i ‘Abbas al-Qummiy: ''Al-Baqivat al-Salihaf' in the margin of "Maftitli al- 


DETAILS OF THE NIGHT PRAVER — 39 


= hen you hear the sounds of roosters, say the following: 
—Silorified and Sacred be 


g^" s 


see ds 
x SUBBOOH'UN QUDDOOSUN e) uss falla 
^Y'ou—Lord of the angels RABBUL-MALAA'IKATI crai 
n gb ‘soul 

and the Holy Spirit. WAR-ROOH'U SABAQAT Ao nini 
“Your mercy has RAĦ'MATUKA edu, ovis 
preceded Your wrath. GHADHABAKA LAA Yı 4l y ole 
There is no god save KEEA ANTE II 
You. I have committed : tyu lae (cs 
wrongdoings and AMILTU SODAN WAR ġà KCN 
yw - J 

wronged myself; so, WAZHALAMTU NAFSEE A EET 

forgive me, for none FAGHFIR LEE INNAHOO P y «| (ul 


forgives sins save You; 
and accept my 
repentance, for You are 
the Oft-Returning, the 
All-merciful. 


LAA YAGHFIRUD'- 
D'UNOOBA ILLAA ANTA 
FATUB 'ALAYYA INNAKA 

ANTAT-TAWWAABUR- 
RAH'EEMU 


IYO Sin 
ol lt et al] ye 
oat) 


When you raise your sight towards the sky, say the following invocation: 


O Allah: verily no still 


ALLAAHUMMA INNAHOO — gg Y dif hil 
night; and no sky LAA YUWAARAA MINKA SPEO tal 
f ; i Yy erlu JJ ths 
displaying the zodiacal LAYLUN SAAJIN WALAA Ec 
signs; and no widely SAMAA‘UN D'AATU Ħal 213 saw 
expansive land; and no ABRAAJIN WALAA ae : P y, 
depths of darkness one ARDHUN D'AATU $: 28 ki 
above another; and no MIHAADIN WALAA SA y; calga 
vast abysmal ocean that ZHULUMAATUN (yan os Las 
you cause to cover any of BA'D'UHAA FAWQA i ne us i 
rd beings RM BA'DHINWALAABAĦRUN  , 7. 
wis Marb i s ese LUJJIVVUN TUDLIJU o^ c) TN 
iet de Mi ord BAVNA YADAYILMUDLUI a> jil eas Was 
hide anyone from You. : 
MIN KHALQIKA TW 
You cover any of Your Q^ * US de 
F : : TUDLIJUR-RAH'MATA : uet 
beings that You wish with l : Żb. 5 salib 
mercy. You know the ALAA T y * aea VA 
stealthy looks and that ANAL QUA TAAMU gts ey oz 
; ; $ 
which the breasts KHAAINATAEA TUNI we PN y 
conceal. All stars sink and WAMAA TUKHFIS'. ea a JB 
all eyes sleep; but You S'UDOORU GHAARATIN- aU; e pl 
are the Ever-living, the NUJOOMU WANAAMATIL- '— 1 aly ce gal 
*UYOONU WA-ANTAL- 


se ape 
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Self-Subsistent. Neither 
slumber nor sleep mav 
ever overcome You. Glory 
be to Allah, Lord of the 
worlds and God of the 
Messengers. All praise be 
to Allah—Lord of the 
worlds. 


H'AYYUL-QAYYOOMU LAA 
TA'KHUD'UKA SINA TUN 
WALAA NAWMUN 
SUBH'AANAL-LLAAHI 
RABBIL-'AALAMEENA WA- 
ILAAHIL-MURSALEENA 
WAL-H'AMDU LILLAAHI 
RABBIL-'AALAMEEN. 


ku DIU Y e ull 
dil o ey Y, 
ally Cpls co 


After that, you may recite the following five verses of the Holy Qur'an: 


Lo! In the creation of the 
heavens and the earth 
and (in) the difference of 
night and day are tokens 
(of His Sovereignty) for 
men of understanding. 
(190) Such as remember 
Allah, standing, sitting, 
and reclining, and 
consider the creation of 
the heavens and the 
earth, (and say): Our 
Lord! Thou createdst not 
this in vain. Glory be to 
Thee! Preserve us from 
the doom of Fire. (191) 
Our Lord! Whom Thou 
causest to enter the Fire: 
him indeed Thou hast 
confounded. For evil- 
coers there will be no 
keizers, (192) Our Lord! 
Lo! we have heard a crier 
callie g onto Faith: 
“Zatierse® ye in your Lord!" 
So we eerie, Our Lord! 
Vadratere fargive us our 


INNA FEE KHALQIS- 
SAMAAWAATI WAL- 
ARDHI WAKHTILAAFIL- 
LAYLI WAN-NAHAARI 
LA AAYAATIN LI-ULIL- 
ALBAAB. ALLAD'EENA 
YAD'KUROONAL-LAAHA 
QIYAAMAW- 
WAQU'OODAW-WA-ALAA 
JUNOOBIHIM 
WAVATAFAKKAROONA 
FEE KHALQIS- 
SAMAAWAATI WAL- 
ARDHI RABBANAA MAA 
KHALAQTA HAAD'AA 
BAAT'ILAN SUBH'AANAKA 
FAQINAA 'AD'AABAN- 
NAAR(I). RABBANAA 
INNAKA MAN TUDKHILIN- 
NAARA FAQAD 
AKHZAVTAHOO WAMAA 
LIZAZHAALIMEENA MIN 
ANS'AAR(IR). RABBANAA 
INNANAA SAMI'NAA 
MUNAADIVA V-VUNAADEE 
LIL-EEMAANI AN 
AAMINOO BIRABBIKUM 
FA-AAMANNAA 


. dle qal 
NU bl 3 JI 
gom 
PEU 
cpl (14) GUL 

oleo lady 

DIKE op sr 
ipei and. ^ 
T vu 
sien gb 
Ly abl, 
aj Ly (191) Ù 
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gaa L 
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sins, and remit from us 
our evil deeds, and make 
us die the death of the 
righteous. (193) Our 
Lord! And give us that 
which Thou hast 
promised to us by Thy 
messengers. Confound us 
not upon the Day of 
Resurrection. Lo! Thou 
breakest not the tryst. 
3:190-194. 


RABBANAA FAGHFIR CPI 
LANAA D' i-r oes 
UNOOBANAA G U ŻĠE, 
WAKAFFIR 'ANNAA res P E 
SAYYT AATINAA Uta Ue Ss 
WATAWAFFANAA MA'AL- ERU ICE 
ABRAAR(I). RABBANAA if Ra 
WA-AATINAA MAA hu aly by Oy) 
WA'ADTANAA ‘ALAA eL, J Ca Wes 
RUSULIKA WALAA 
ila U; 53. 
TUKHZINAA VAWMAL- tla pe 4 
QIVAAMATI INNAKA LAA abs y exi 
TUKHLIFUL-MEE'AAD(A). (188) shall 


When you intend to take initiative to the night worship but you need to go 
to toilet, you may start with it. When you go out of toilet, wash your teeth 
with the traditional stick of Miswak. Afterward, you may perform the ritual 
ablution (Wudit’) as completely as possible and then perfume yourself and 
ready yourself for the Night Prayer. 


The time of the Night Prayer begins after midnight; yet, it is recommended 
to perform it as near as possible to dawn. However, when dawn comes 
while one has still four Rak'ahs to perform, one may recite only the Surah 
of al-Fàtihah (No. 1) in the rest of the prayer: 


The Sirah of al-Fatihah is as follows: 


In the name of Allah, the 
Beneficent, the 
Merciful;(1) All praise is 
due to Allah, the Lord of 
the Worlds.(2) The 
Beneficent, the 
Merciful.(3) Master of the 
Day of Judgment.(4) 
Thee do we serve and 
Thee do we beseech for 
help.(5) Keep us on the 
right path.(6) The path of 
those upon whom Thou 
hast bestowed favors. 
Not (the path) of those 
upon whom Thy wrath is 


BISMIL-LAAHIR- ol JI RU - 
RAĦ'MAANIR-RAH 'EEM(I). do sect 
ALH'AMDU LILLAAHI ap Med icu 
RABBIL-'AALAMEEN(A). (Y) dw L, 4B 
ARRAH'MAANIR- 4 T 4, 
RAH'EEM(I). MAALIKI à ry ed | 
YAWMID-DEEN(I). IYYAAKA — 9 pas HL (v) 
AN'BUDU WA-IYYAAKA EMB rac ad ( 


NASTA 'EEN(U). IHDINAS'- 
Gaal (0) PU 


S'IRAAT'AL- 
MUSTAQEEM(A). eal bi yall 
S'IRAAT 'AL-LAD'EENA 
AN'AMTA 'ALAVHIM oil bio C) 
GHAVRIL-MAGHDHOOBI jib re cx! 


"ALAYHIM WALADH- 


ete coria 
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brought down, nor of DHAA(A)LEEN(A) (V) co al Vy 
those who go astray.(7) 


The Night Prayer consists of eight units (Rak'ahs) of prayer; each two 
alone. Taslim should be recited at the end of each two with the intention of 
the Night Prayer. It is advisable to repeat the Sürah of al-Tawhid (No. 112) 
thirty times in each Rak'ah of the first couple after reciting the Sirah of al- 
Fütihah. 


The Sürah of al-Tawhid is as follows: 


In the name of Allah, BISMIL-LAAHIR-RAH'MAANIR- — Qo JE aU) eng 
tbe penenr rentene RAH'EEM(). QULHUWAL wa S y 
b liba a nm E LLAAHU AH'AD(UN). M aca ier. 
peer, (One Ch) ANA ALLAAHUS -S'AMAD(U). LAM edt «DE (Y) a 
is He on Whom all 

depend.(2) He begets YALID WALAM YOOLAD. Wy ha Ab r (0 

? 7. 

not, nor is He EA ae 38 e» (Y) 
begotten.(3) And KUFUWAN AH'AD(UN). f 
none is like Him.(4) GES m3 


By doing such, one's all sins will be forgiven as soon as he finishes the 
prayer. It is also recommended to recite (of course, after the Sürah of al- 
F&tihah) the Sürah of al-Tawhid in the first Rak'ah and the Sürah of al- 
KGfiriin (No. 109) in the second. 


The Sirah of al-Kċifiriin is as follows: 


In the name of Allah, the BISMIL-LAAHIR- ole JI RU = 
Beneficent, the Merciful RAH'MAANIR-RAH 'EEM(I). kal U d. ^y 
Say: O unbelievers.(1)I QUL YAA AYYUHAL- if 
do not serve that which KAAFIROON(A). LAA YQ) bsi 
you serve.(2)Nor do A'BUDU MAA (Y) 09495 lu Let 
you serve Him Whom I TA'BUDOON(A). WALAA a 
serve.(3)Nor am I going ANTUM 'AABIDOONA MAA Ú osale qf Y 
to serve that which you A'BUD(U). WALAA ANA ut Ys (Y) A 
‘ f UM. 

erve (AJ Norare you AABIDUN MAA 'ABADT kis die 
going to serve Him WALAA ANTUM ( p 

Whom I serve.(5)You 'AABIDOONA MAA L 04e , AY, 

os , M 
shall have your religion A'BUD(U). LAKU 
anal shaithiave my DEENUKUM WALIYA eS S (0) xel 


religion.(6) DEENG): (Vex? gl» 
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In the other Rak'ahs, one may recite any chosen Sirah. However, it is 
sufficiently acceptable to recite the Sirah of al-Fàtihah and the Sirah of al- 
Tawhid in each Rak'ah of the Night Prayer. It is also permissible to recite 
the Sirah of al-Fatihah alone. 


THE QUNUT 

Like the obligatory prayers, it is highly recommended to practice the Quniit 
in the supererogatory prayers. The Quniif is to raise both the hands in the 
second Rak'ah of each prayer and supplicate to Almighty Allah with any 
statement or with one's needs. At least, it is sufficient to repeat the 
following statement three times in the Qunitt: 


All glory be to Allah. SUBH'AANAL-LAAH(I) à o 


It is also sufficient to recite any of the following supplications: 


O Allah; forgive us; and ALLAAHUMMGHFIR U anl eei 
have mercy on us; and LANAA WARH'AMNAA a. pots 
grant us good health; WA-'AAFINAA WA'FU ME. “ia l ae 
and pardon us in this “ANNAA FID-DUNYAA Gi o Ue cael, 
world as well as the world WAL-AAKHIRATI Js ale eli ; x 
to come; You verily have A É a - 
ower over all things. x diro AN RË rgh 
T SHAY IN QAD¢R(UN) d 
O Lord; forgive (us), have — RABBIGHFIR WARH'AM —— e a able) 
mercy (on us), and WATAJAAWAZ 'AMMAA PAN 
overlook that which Vou I U INN, Ue je, 
know, for You are the All- Yet BONI 
lori x ANTAL-A'AZZUL- E odi) 
glorious, the All ens “SS 
magnificent, the All- AJALLUL-AKRAM sul JA 


generous. 


It has been narrated that Imam Misa ibn Ja`far al-Kàzim (a.s) used to recite 
the following Du 'à' in his night worship: 


O Allah, Thou created ALLAAHUMMA INNAKA RAE e| edi 
me without fault, KHALAQTANEE ( Mt s. č 

nurtured me when SAWIYYAAN Jer reas ap^ 
small, and provided me WARABBAVTANEE ee US. E 
with sufficiency. O Allah, S'AGHEERAN E S N- 
I found in the Book WARAZAQTANEE LS odes yl 
which Thou sent down MAKFIYYAN ALLS ys cy 


and through which Thou ALLAAHUMMA INNEE 
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gave good news to Thv 
servants, that Thou 
said, (O Mv servants 
who have been pradigal 
against yourselves, do 
not despair of Allah's 
mercy, surely Allah 
forgives all sins), but 
there has gone ahead 
from me what Thou 
knowest (and of which 
Thou knowest more 
than I)! O the shame of 
what Thy Book has 
counted against me! 
Were it not for the 
places where I 
expectantly hope for 
Thy pardon, which 
enfolds all things, I 
would have thrown 
myself down [in 
despair]! Were anyone 
able to flee from his 
Lord, I would be the 
most obligated to flee 
from Thee! But not a 
secret in earth and 
heaven is concealed 
from Thee, except that 
Thou bringest it, Thou 
sufficest as a 
recompenser! Thou 
sufficest as a reckoner! 
O Allah, surely Thou 
wouldst seek me if I flee 
and catch me if I run. 
So here I am before 
Thee, abject, lowly, 
abased. If Thou 
chastisest me, I am 


WAJADTU FEEMAA 
ANZALTA MIN KITAABIKA 
WABASHSHARTA BIHEE 
TBAADAKA AN QULTA 
“YAA 'IBAADIYAL- 
LAD'EENA ASRAFOO ‘ALAA 
ANFUSIHIM LAA 
TAQNAT'OO MIN 
RAH’MATIL-LAAHI INNAL- 
LAAHA YAGHFIRUD"- 
D'UNOOBA JAMEE’AN” 
WAQAD TAQADDAMA 
MINNEE MAA QAD 'ALIMTA 
WAMAA ANTA A'LAMU 
BIHEE MINNEE FAYAA 
SAWATAA MIMMAA 
AH'S'AAHU 'ALAYYA 
KITAABUKA FALAWLAL- 
MAWAAQIFUL-LATEE 
U AMMILU MIN 'AFWIKAL- 
LAD'EE SHAMILA KULLA 
SHAY IN LA-ALQAVTU 
BIYADEE WALAW ANNA 
AH'ADANIS-TAT'AA'AL- 
HARABA MIN RABBIHEE 
LAKUNTU ANA AH'AQQA 
BIL-HARABI MINKA WA- 
ANTA LAA TAKHFAA 
‘ALAYKA KHAAFIYATUN 
FIL-ARDHI WALAA FIS- 
SAMAA'IILLAA ATAVTA 
BIHAA WAKAFAA BIKA 
JAAZIYAN WAKAFAA BIKA 
H'ASEEBAN ALLAAHUMMA 
INNAKA T'AALIBEE IN ANA 
HARABTU WAMUDRIKEE 
IN ANA FARARTU FAHAA 
ANA D'AA BAYNA 
YADAYKA KHAADHIUN 
D'ALEELUN RAAGHIMUN 
IN TU'AD'D'IBNEE FA- 
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worthy of that, and it 
would be, my Lord, an 
act of justice from Thee. 
But if Thou pardonest 
me, anciently has Thy 
pardon enfolded me and 
Thy well-being 
garmented me! So I ask 
Thee, O Allah, by Thy 
names stored in Thy 
treasury and Thy 
splendor masked by the 
veils! If Thou hast no 
mercy upon this anxious 
soul and these uneasy, 
decaying bones — he 
cannot endure the heat 
of Thy sun, so how can 
he endure the heat of 
Thy Fire? He cannot 
endure the sound of Thy 
thunder, so how can he 
endure the sound of Thy 
wrath? So have mercy 
upon me, O Allah, for I 
am a vile man and my 
worth is little. 
Chastising me will not 
add the weight of a dust 
mote to Thv kingdom. 
Were chastising me 
something that would 
add to Thv kingdom, 1 
would ask Thee for 
patience to bear it and 
would love for it to 
belong to Thee; but Thv 
authoritv, mv God, is 
mightier, and Thv 
kingdom more lasting, 
than that the obedience 


INNEE LID'AALIKA AHLUN 
WAHUWA YAA RABBI 
MINKA ‘ADLUN WA-IN 
TA'FU 'ANNEE 
FAQADEEMAN 
SHAMILANEE 'AFWAKA 
WA-ALBASTANEE 
'AMFIVATAKA FA- 
AS'ALUKAL-LLAAHUMMA 
BIL-MAKHZOONI MIN 
ASMAA' IKA WABIMAA 
WAARAT-HUL-H'UJUBU 
MIN BAHAA-IKA ILLAA 
RAH'IMTA HAAD'IHIN- 
NAFSUL-JAZOO'ATU 
WAHAAD'IHIR- 
RUMMATUL-HALOO'A TUL- 
LATEE LAA TASTAT'EE'U 
H'ARRA SHAMSIKA 
FAKAYFA TASTAT'EE'U 
H'ARRA NAARIKA 
WALLATEE LAA 
TASTAT'EE'U S'AWTA 
RA'DIKA FAKAYFA 
TASTAT'EE'U S'AWTA 
GHADHABIKA 
FARH'AMNIYAL- 
LAAHUMMA FA-INNIM- 
RU'UN H'AQEERUN 
WAKHAT'AREE YASEERUN 
WALAYSA 'AD'AABEE 
MIMMAA YAZEEDU FEE 
MULKIKA MITHQAALA 
D'ARRATIN WALAW ANN 
'AD'AABEE MIMMAA 
YAZEEDU FEE MULKIK A 
LASA'ALTUKAS'S'ABRA 
'ALAVHI WA-AH'BABTU AN 
VAKOONA D'AALIKA LAKA 
WALAAKINNA 
SULT'AANAKAL- 
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of the obevers should LLAAHUMMA A'ZHAMU ic Ub 4d ol ^ 
increase it or the WAMULKUKA ADWAMU ere ae 
disobedience of the MIN AN TAZEEDA FEEHI oaa jl Crass! 
sinners diminish it! So T'AA'ATUL-MUT'EE'EENA Gall A dia 
have mercv upon me, O AW TANQUS'A MINHU iii E TENS 
Most Merciful of the MA'S'IVATUL- el b uen 
merciful; Show me MUD'NIBEENA 534 ses JI 
forbearance, O FARH'AMNEE YAA ARE 

Possessor of majesty ARH'AMAR-RAAH'IMEENA Jal Is Vu 
and munificence! And WATAJAAWAZ'ANNEE YAA — | de 3. el SUly 
turn toward me, Surely D'AL-JALAALI WAL- Yo o Re ad: 
Thou art Ever-turning, IKRAAMI WATUB 'ALAYYA gll = 
All-Compassionate! INNAKA ANTAT- J 


TAWWAABUR-RAH'EEMU. 


THE SHAF' PRAVER AND THE WITR PRAVER 


When you accomplish the eight-Rak'ah Night Prayer, offer the two-Rak ah 
Shaf Prayer and the single Rak'ah Witr Prayer. In these three Rak’ ahs, you 
are advised to recite, after the Sürah of al-Fàtihah, the Sirah of al-Tawhid 
once so that you may be considered as having recited the whole Qur'an. 
Narrations have confirmed that the Sirah of al-Tawhid is equivalent to one- 
third of the Holy Qur'an. 


You may also recite in the first Rak ah of the Shaf Prayer the Sirah of al- 


Nas (No. 114) and in the second Rak'ah the Sirah of al-Falaq (No. 113). 
The Strah of al-Falaq is as follows: 


In the name of Allah, the BISMIL-LAAHIR- oU JI ATT - 
eee Lies RAH'MAANIR-RAH'EEM(I). ħa $ ? 
ay: I seek refuge in duc 
elabi c ict QUL A'OOD'UBIRABBIL- — . i c 
FALAQ(D. MIN SHARRI i O) Glo» 
dawn.(1) From the evil j ċ G, 
of what He has MAA KHALAQ(A). WAMIN (9) al Le 
created.(2) And from SHARRI GHAASIQIN ID'AA TP pr e 
the evil of the utterly WAQAB(A). WAMIN o acs 
dak ngo ten TE SHARRIN-NAFFAATHAATI — 27 023 (Y) 39 
comes.(3) And from the 3 PENIN FAT ĠLŻJI 
evil of those who blow FILAUDADID. $ - he. 
on knots.(4) And from SHARRI H'AASIDIN ID'AA dual eh ces (£) 
the evil of the envious H'ASAD(A).. M ; 


when he envies.(5) 


(0) tum 134 
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^ rhe Stirah of al-Nas is as follows: 


Tin the name of Allah, the 
‘Beneficent, the Merciful. 
Say: I seek refuge in the 
Lord of men.(1) The King 
of men.(2) The god of 
men.(3) From the evil of 
the whisperings of the 
slinking (Shaitan).(4) 
Who whispers into the 
hearts of men.(5).From 
among the jinn and the 
men.(6) 


BISMIL-LAAHIR- dls JI t - 
RAH'MAANIR- aa rs PLN" T AU 
RAH'EEM(I). QUL 1 39 P e)! 
A'OOD'U BIRABBIN- the (1) UII 
NAAS(I). MALIKIN- Ke A a 
: U 
NAAS(I). ILAAHIN- (Do A i 
NAAS(I). MIN SHARRIL- gro 2*0 
WASWAASIL- gil (tel 
KHANNAAS(I). ALLAD'EE 
YUWASWISU FEE 2e Qi one 
S'DOORIN-NAAS(I). xU TIO NS 
MINAL-JINNATI eor 
WANNAAS(I). CO 


When you accomplish the Shaf Prayer, you may recite the following Du 'a': 


O Allah tonight the 
seekers of favours, 
restless and eager, 
present themselves to 
Thee; the determined 
aspirers have Thee in 
mind; those who make 
requests look long and 
attentively at Thy 
obligingness and 
kindness; Thou, in this 
night, gives gifts, 
bounties beyond 
measure, free 
donations, and favours, 
to those whom Thou 
wills from among Thy 
servants when they 
make a request, and 
says no to those who 
do not try to get in 
advance (remain 
behind) for obtaining 
the bounties from Thee. 


ILAAHEE TA'ARRADHA DUI ari 
LAKA FEE HAAD'AL- n" (is d 
LAYLIL- ET M... 
MUTA'ARRIDHOONA Ope poll 
WAQAS'ADAKAL- Sivas, 
QAAS'IDOONA WA- 
AMMALA FADHLAKA dls byob 
WAMA'ROOFAKAT-- wig aay DE 
T'AALIBOONA WALAKA eJ, co JUN 
FEE HAAD'AL-LAYLI MEI a 
NAFAH'AATUN " Jet ki 
WAJAWAA'IZU As 3 cr 
WA'AT'AAVAA aly (lke , 
WAMAWAAHIBU ide p qud 
TAMUNNU BIHAA 'ALAA Ub d Se e 
MAN TASHAA'U MIN Sole o alts 
TBAADIKA p o^ uem J 
WATAMNA'UHAA MAN ENT d. Ses 
LAM TASBIQ LAHUL- 
'INAAVATU MINKA 5 d lay ex 
WAHAA ANA D'AA «Li al Me 


‘UBA YDUKAL-FAQEERU 
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I, a modest needy ILAYKAL-MU'AMMILU Shad |e pal 
bondman, am hopeful FADHLAKA 5 ol LE 
of Thy obligingness and — WwAMA'ROOFAKA FA-IN | mi Big 
kindness. Indeed if KUNTA VAA MAWLAAYA sly bos 
Bes 9 hu Master, TAFADHDHALTA FEE sia julab 
i A a B ON HAAD'IHIL-LAVLATI "ol ath 
any one, in this night, dol d AL 
from among Thy ‘ALAA AH’ADIN MIN d $ Ac 
J " y de 4 dials - 
created beings, and KĦALQIKA WA UDTA p^ RS et 
multiply profits and ‘ALAYHI BI'AA'IDATIN o^! Q^ Baily «e 
gains for him out of MIN 'AT'FIKA FAS'ALLI ule d Mie 
love and affection, ‘ALAA MUH'AMMADIN Jt 
please (first) send WA-AALI jus gee ae 
blessings on MUH'AMMADINIT"- cx eels 
Muhammad and on the T'AYYIBEENA T*- e 3 ji 
pure, pious, liberal and T'AAHIREENAL- ESA ciui t 
learned children of KHAYYIREENAL- dey cado Uii 
Muhammad, and then FAADHILEENA WAJUD DIAM ule 
let me have enough l rk ud PELA 
‘ALAYYA BIT'AWLIKA > 
and be contented on A JIBG SAT wok Hi na; 
account of Thv liberalitv por codi 
iqi RABBAL-'AALAMEENA m 
and obligingness, O T us ATI 
Lord of the worlds! et asal . on l 
Bless Muhammad, the ‘ALAA MUH’AMMADIN hy Cpl ie 
Last Prophet, and his KHAATAMIN- swat 
pure children, with NABIVVEENA ay ae 
worthy blessings, Verily WASALLAMA Wi o] LL 
Allah is Praiseworthy, TASLEEMAN INNAL- Li j di ; 
Mighty. O Allah I invoke LLAAHA H'AMEEDUN T 4$ 
GĦAN: j| ee 
Thee as Thou has MAJED(UN) ALLAAHUMMA v 
commanded, therefore WINER ADUOOKA KAMAA c» us 
give answer tomy AMARTANEE FASTAJIB Us 3 : C 
prayers because Thou o 
: LEE KAMAA WA'ADTA 
has made a promise RUE. y ej ey 
and certainly Thou fails INNAKA LAA TUKH EM ji. ils 


not to keep the tryst. 


MEE’AAD(A). 


At the accomplishment of the Shaf Prayer, you may stand up fot offering 
the Witr Prayer. After the Sürah of al-Fatihah, you may recite the Sirah of 


al-Tawhid once, or three times alone or with the Sürahs of al-Falaq and al- 
Nas. 
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— dw may then raise your hands for the Qunilt and implore Almighty Allah 


r anything you desire. 


~. the words of Shaykh al-Tüsiy, the Du ‘G's for the Quniit are too numerous 
= =>» be counted. Generally, there are not definite supplications to be recited in 
— he Qumniit, for it is permissible to state anything. 


~ litis also recommended, during the Quit, to weep, or even try to weep, out 
tof fear of Almighty Allah and fear of His chastisement. It is also desirable 
to pray Almighty Allah for the good of the faithful brethren-in-faith, for 


narrations have confirmed that one who prays for the good of forty of his 
friends shall have all his prayers responded. 


Shaykh al-Sadüq, in his book of “Man-La-Yahduruhul-Fagih”, has recorded 
that the Holy Prophet used to say the following invocation in the Witr 


Prayer: 


O Allah; (please) include me 
with those whom You have 
guided (to the right); and 
include me with those whom 
You have granted good 
health; and include me with 
those for whom You have 
cared; and bless things that 
You have conferred upon 
me; and save me from the 
evil of what You have 
decided; for You have all the 
aption to decide whatever 
You wish while no one can 
ever submit You to one’s 
will. All glory be to You— 
Lord of the (Holy) House. I 
seek Your forgiveness; and 
repent before You; and I 
have full faith in You; and I 
rely upon You totally. There 
in no power and no might 
save with You; You are All- 
merciful. 


ALLAAHUMMAH-DINEE 
FEEMAN HADAYTA WA- 
‘AAFINEE FEEMAN 
'AAFAYTA 
WATAWALLANEE 
FEEMAN TAWALLAYTA 
WABAARIK LEE FEEMAA 
A'T'AYTA WAQINEE 
SHARRA MAA 
QADHAYTA FA-INNAKA 
TAQDHEE WALAA 

YUQDHAA 'ALAYKA ` 
SUBH'AANAKA RABBAL- 
BAYTI ASTAGHFIRUKA 

WA-ATOOBU ILAYKA 
WA-U'MINU BIKA WA- 
ATAWAKKALU 'ALAYKA 
WALAA H'AWLA WALAA 
QUWWATA ILLAA BIKA 
YAA RAH'EEM(U). 
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It is also highly recommended to repeat the following invocation seventy 
times and, meanwhile, raise the left hand for seeking forgiveness and count 


with the right hand: 
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I ask Allah, mv Lord, for ASTAGHFIRUL-LLAAH PT KT Prey 1 
forgiveness and I repent RABBEE WA-ATOOBU ài i y 
before Him. ILAYH) | kal ie dk 


It has been also narrated that the Holy Prophet (a.s) used to ask Almighty 
Allah for forgiveness seventv times during the Witr Praver and then sav the 
following statement: 


This is he who seeks Vour HAAD'AA MAQAAMUL- Ji ea fila 
protection against Hellfire. 'AATID'I BIKA MINAN- TT. A . 


It has been also narrated that Imam `Ali ibn al-Husayn Zayn al-'Àbidin (a.s) 
used to repeat the following word three hundred times during the Witr 
Prayer: 


Pardon, Pardon. AL-'AFWA AL-'AFWA ARPA gai 
After that, the Imam (a.s) would sav the following invocation: 
O Lord; forgive me, have RABBIGHFIR LEE TE WI 
mercv upon me, and accept WARH'AMNEE WATUB JC AMA 
c TZ 
my repentance, for You are 'ALAYYA INNAKA A T rs 
2^ 
surely the Oft-Returning, ANTAT-TAWWABUL- — s se 
the All-forgiving, the All- GHAFOORUR- 2,940! Sil 
merciful. RAIVEEM(U). p» vt 
qM 


It is highly recommended to extend your Quniit as much as possible. 
Thereafter, you go to the Ruki (ritual genuflection of the prayer) and when 
you raise your head, you should recite the following Dud’ that is reported 
from Imam Masa ibn Ja`far al-Kàzim (a.s): 


This is he whose good HAAD'AA MAQAAMU MAN D eue lia 
deeds are no more than H'ASANAATUHOO “age greets 
Your graces; and whose NI'MATUN MINKA ee ARR e 
thanksgiving is little and WASHUKRUHOO iuias a SA 
whose guilt is great; and DHA'EEFUN e de $ ie Phe 
nothing can settle all WAD'ANBUHOO udo iei 4339 
that except Your 'AZHEEMUN WALAYSA IB, Y 
lenience and mercy, for LID'AALIKA ILLAA Peers 
sina “ale 
You have said in Your RAFQAKA un doti 
Book that You have WARAH'MATAKA FA- HMS, 9 c5 
revealed to Your INNAKA QULTA FEE PP 


KITAABIKAL-MUNZALI 
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Prophet— Peace be upon 
him and his Familv— 
“They were in the habit 
of sleeping but little bv 
night; And in the hour of 
earlv dawn, thev were 
found praying for 
Forgiveness.” 
Nevertheless, too much 
has been my sleep by 
night and too little has 
been my praying. And 
this is the last hour of 
night and here I am 
asking You for forgiving 
my while I cannot make 
for myself harm, 
benefit, death, life, or 
resurrection. 


‘ALAA NABIYYIKAL- 


MURSALI S'ALLAL-LLAAHU 


'ALAYHI WA-AALIHEE 
KAANOO QALEELAN 
MINAL-LAYLI MAA 
YAHJA'OONA WABIL-AS- 
H'AARI HUM 
YASTAGHFIROONA T'AALA 
HUJOO'EE WAQALLA 
QIYAAMEE WAHAAD'AS- 
SAH'ARU WA-ANA 
ASTAGHFIRUKA 
LID'UNOOBIYAS- 
TIGHFAARA MAN LAA 
YAJIDU LINAFSIHEE 
DHURRAN WALAA NAF'AN 
WALAA MAWTAN WALAA 
H'AYAATAN WALAA 
NUSHOORAA 


You may then prostrate yourself and accomplish the prayer. After the 
accomplishment, you may practice the famous Tasbih al-Zahra' (Recital of: 


ALLAAHU AKBAR 34 


times; 


AL-H'AMDU | LILLAAHI 33times; 


and 


SUBH'AANALLAAHI 33 times). After that, you may recite the following: 


All praise be to the Lord 
of morning. All praise be 
to the Cleaver of the 
daybreak. 


Y ou may then repeat the following invocatin three times: 


All glory be to my Lord, 


the King, the All-holy, the 


All-mighty, the All-wise. 


AL-H'AMDU LIRABBIS'- 
S'ABAAH'I AL-H'AMDU 
LIFAALIQIL-IS'BAAH'I 


SUBH'AANA RABBIYAL- 
MALIKIL-QUDDOOSIL- 
'AZEEZIL-H'AKEEM(I) 


You may fhen recite the following invocations: 


O the Ever-living; O the 
Self-Subsistent; O the 
Benign; on the All- 
merciful! Grant me the 


YAA H'AYYU YAA 


QAYYOOMU YAA BARRU YAA 
RAH'EEMU YAA GHANIYYU 
YAA KAREEMU IRZUQNEE 
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most expansive, the 
most beneficial, and 
the most profitable part 
of commerce, for 
unprofitable things are 
worthless. 


MINAT-TITAARATI 
A'ZHAMAHAA WA- 
AWSA'AHAA RIZQAN 
WAKHAYRAHAA LEE 
'AAQIBATAN FA-INNAHOO 


LAA KHAYRA FEEMAA LAA 


'AAQIBATA LAH(OO). 


MA 
[MP PASTI 
J ee E ) 
Y dj Ge 

ibú 


It is also highly recommended to recite the following Du'Q' that is called 
*Du'à' al-Hazin (The Supplication of the Sad)”: 


I am calling for You while 
You are Existent 
everywhere, hoping that 
You will listen to my 
cries. Too great is my 
offense and too little is 
my shame. O my Master; 
O my Master; Which 
terrors may I remeber 
and which of them my I 
forget? Were there 
nothing but death, it 
would be totally 
sufficient! Nevertheless, 
what is after death is 
more catastrophic and 
more calamitous! O my 
Master; O my Master: 
Until when and up to 
when will I go on 
confessing of my faults 
ceaselessly? However, 
every time You discover 
that I am neither truthful 
nor honest! I am right 
now seeking Your 
shelter, O Allah, and 
appealing for Your help 
against my whims that 
have overcome me, and 


UNAAJEEKA YAA 
MAWJUUDU FEE KULLI 
MAKAANIN LA'ALLAKA 

TASMA'U NIDAA'EE FAQAD 
'AZHUMA JURMEE 
WAQALLA H'AYAA EE, 
MAWLAAYA YAA 
MAWLAAVA, AYYUL- 
AHWAALI ATAD'AKKARU 
WA-AYYAHAA ANSAA? 
WALAW LAM YAKUN 
ILLAL-MAWTA LAKAFAA! 
KAYFA WAMAA BA'DAL- 
MAWTI A'ZHAMU WA-AD- 
HAA? MAWLAAYA YAA 
MAWLAAYA! H'ATTA 
MATAA WA-ILAA MATAA 
AQOOLU LAKAL-'UTBAA 
MARRATAN BA'DA 
UKHRAA THUMMA LAA 
TAJIDU 'INDEE S'IDQAN 
WALAA WAFAA' AA? FAYAA 
GHAWTHAAHU THUMMA 
WAAGHAWTHAAHU BIKA 
YAA ALLAAHU MIN HAWAN 
QAD GHALABANEE WAMIN 
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against the enemies that 
have allied against me, 
and against the world 
that has been seducing 
me, and against mv self 
that is prone to evil 
except such as mv Lord 
has had mercy on! O my 
Master; O my Master! 
(Please) have mercy 
upon me if you have had 
mercy upon one like me; 
and accept me if you 
have accepted one like 
me. O the Accepter of 
repentance; accept me. 
O He Who incessantly 
does good to me. O He 
Who feeds me with His 
graces in morns and 
eves; have mercy upon 
me when I shall come to 
you alone, staring in 
herror, be burdened with 
my deeds while all the 
creatures will disavow 
me—even my father, my 
mother, and those for 
whom I used to work and 
gather wealth! If you do 
not have mercy upon 
me, who else may have 
mercy upon me?! And 
who else may entertain 
my loneliness in my 
grave? And who else 
may cause my lips to 
answer when I stay 
totally alone with my 
deeds and You ask me 


‘ADUWWIN QADIS- Jos 5 
TAKLABA ‘ALAYYA WAMIN iul yt o^ 
DUNYAN QAD 
TAZAYYANATLEEWAMIN |. (72 3 te k 
NAFSIN AMMAARATIN P "Y 
BISSOO"I ILLAA MAA cs ol ia » 
RAH'IMA RABBEEI p n: 
MAWLAAYA YAA 
MAWLAAYAI IN KUNTA ob: T J 
RAB'IMTA MITHLEE għali oS 
FARH’AMNEE, WA-IN ANG " EC 
KUNTA QABILTA MITHLEE ^n bs jiġi ET 
FAQBALNEE. YAA iy eo 
QAABILAT-TAWBATIQ- ka asd Jj fu 
BALNEE; YAA MAN LAM m L uro 
AZAL ATA'ARRAFU 
MINHUL-H'USNAA YAA ra geh 
MAN YUGHAD'D'EENEE ay bl 
BIN'NI'AMI S'ABAAH'AN ef, Im To 
WAMASAA`ANIRH'AMNEE — oL] Lai is 2 
YAWMA AATEEKA FARDAN " ti Euh 
SHAAKHIS'AN ILAYKA 
BAS'AREE MUQALLIDAN ete bi ai E 
'AMALEE WAQAD ies ġa ġidi 
TARABBA'A JAMEE'UL- "T Taf alb 
KHALQI MINNEE, TA'AM, gis A RE 
WA-ABEE WA-UMMEE great, gaia 
WAMAN KAANA LAHOO P op “ey 
KADDEE WASA'YEE, FA-IN o» e J 
LAM TARH'AMNEE FAMAN sia Sm 2 
YARH’AMUNEE? WAMAN 
YU NISU FIL-QABRI E ly vs 
WAH'SHATEE? WAMAN tat D So 
YUNT'IQU LISAANEE ID'AA o ne (i ii 


KHALAWTU BI-‘AMALEE 
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St expansive, the 
mst beneficial, and 
~e most profitable part 
=f commerce, for 
“unprofitable things are 
worthless. 


MINAT-TIJAARATI 
A'ZHAMAHAA WA- 
AWSA'AHAA RIZQAN 
WAKHAYRAHAA LEE 
'AAQIBATAN FA-INNAHOO 


LAA KHAYRA FEEMAA LAA 


‘AAQIBATA LAH(OO). 


kabel żball 
Ural, Aai 
gad bj, 
ger Ba jiġi 
JE y Gà 


It is also highly recommended to recite the following Du`ã' that is called 
“Du a’ al-Hazin (The Supplication of the Sad)”: 


I am calling for You while 


You are Existent 
everywhere, hoping that 
You will listen to my 
cries. Too great is my 
offense and too little is 
my shame. O my Master; 
O my Master; Which 
terrors may I remeber 
and which of them my I 
forget? Were there 
nothing but death, it 
would be totally 
sufficient! Nevertheless, 
what is after death is 
more catastrophic and 
more calamitous! O my 
Master; O my Master: 
Until when and up to 
when will I go on 
confessing of my faults 
ceaselessly? However, 
every time You discover 
that I am neither truthful 
nor honest! I am right 
eking Your 
Hi 1ilah, and 


In 


UNAAJEEKA YAA 
MAWJUUDU FEE KULLI 
MAKAANIN LA'ALLAKA 

TASMA'U NIDAA EE FAQAD 
‘AZHUMA JURMEE 
WAQALLA B'AVAA EE, 
MAWLAAYA YAA 
MAWLAAYA, AYYUL- 
AHWAALI ATAD'AKKARU 
WA-AYYAHAA ANSAA? 
WALAW LAM YAKUN 
ILLAL-MAWTA LAKAFAA! 
KAYFA WAMAA BA'DAL- 
MAWTI A'ZHAMU WA-AD- 
HAA? MAWLAAYA YAA 
MAWLAAYA! H'ATTA 
MATAA WA-ILAA MATAA 
AQOOLU LAKAL-'UTBAA 
MARRATAN BA’DA 
UKHRAA THUMMA LAA 
TAJIDU 'INDEE S'IDQAN 
WALAA WAFAA AA? FAYAA 
GHAWTHAAHU THUMMA 
WAAGHAWTHAAHU BIKA 
YAA ALLAAHU MIN HAWAN 
TATABANEE WAMIN 
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DETAILS ~. 


SSomies that 
T—ainst me, 


ne world 
> =m seducing 
me Zainst my self 
“ne to evil 
— ch as my Lord 
“mercy on! O my 
'O my Master! 
SS) have mercy 
mame if you have had 
upon one like me; 
accept me if you 
ree accepted one like 
=:. O the Accepter of 
Serpentance; accept me. 
b He Who incessantly 
«does good to me. O He 
Who feeds me with His 
graces in morns and 
eves; have mercy upon 
me when I shall come to 
you alone, staring in 
herror, be burdened with 
my deeds while all the 
creatures will disavow 
me—even my father, my 
mother, and those for 


whom I used to work and 


gather wealth! If you do 
not have mercy upon 
me, who else may have 
mercy upon me?! And 
who else may entertain 
my loneliness in my 
grave? And who else 
may cause my lips to 
answer when I stay 
totally alone with my 
deeds and You ask me 


‘ADUWWIN QADIS- 
TAKLABA 'ALAYYA WAMIN 
DUNYAN QAD 
TAZAYYANAT LEE WAMIN 
NAFSIN AMMAARATIN 
BISSOO'I ILLAA MAA 
RAH'IMA RABBEEI 
MAWLAAYA YAA 
MAWLAAYA! IN KUNTA 
RAH'IMTA MITHLEE 
FARH'AMNEE, WA-IN 
KUNTA QABILTA MITHLEE 
FAQBALNEE. YAA 
QAABILAT-TAWBATIQ- 
BALNEE; YAA MAN LAM 
AZAL ATA'ARRAFU 
MINHUL-H'USNAA YAA 
MAN VUGHAD'D'EENEE 
BIN'NI'AMI S'ABAAH'AN 
WAMASAA'AN IRH'AMNEE 
YAWMA AATEEKA FARDAN 
SHAAKHIS'AN ILAYKA 
BAS'AREE MUQALLIDAN 
'AMALEE WAQAD 
TARABBA'A JAMEE’UL- 
KHALQI MINNEE, TA'AM, 
WA-ABEE WA-UMMEE 
WAMAN KAANA LAHOO 
KADDEE WASA'VEE, FA-IN 
LAM TARH'AMNEE FAMAN 
YARH'AMUNEE? WAMAN 
YU NISU FIL-QABRI 
WAH'SHATEE? WAMAN 
FUNT'IQU LISAANEE ID'AA 
KHALAWTU BI-'AMALEE 
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questions whose answers 
are known by You more 
than me? If I answer, 
‘yes,’ then where should 
I flee from Your justice? 
And I deny, then You will 
remind me that You were 
the Witness on me! 
Therefore; (I seek Your) 
pardone (I seek Your) 
pardone before bodies 
are dressed the pitch 
shirts! (I seek Your) 
pardone (I seek Your) 
pardone before hands 
are shackled to the 
necks! You are verily the 
most Merciful of all those 
who show mercy, and 
the best of those who 
forgive. 


You may then prostrate yourself and recite the following invocation: 
8a ^w 
SUBBOOH'UN QUDDOOSUN 
RABBUL-MALAA'IKATI WAR- 


Glorified and Sacred 
be You—Lord of the 
angels and the Holy 
Spirit. 


WASA-ALTANEE 'AMMAA 
ANTA A'LAMU BIHEE 
MINNEE? FA-IN QUL TU: 
NA'AM, FA-AYNAL- 
MAHRABU MIN 'ADLIKA? 
WA-IN QULTU: LAM AF'AL, 
QULTA: ALAM AKUNISH- 
SHAAHIDA ‘ALAYKA?! 
FA'AFWAKA 'AFWAKA YAA 
MAWLAAYA QABLA AN 
TALBISAL-ABDAANU 
SARAABEELAL- 
QAT'IRAANI! 'AFWAKA 
'AFWAKA YAA MAWLAAYA 
QABLA AN TAGHILLAL- 
AYDEE ILAL-A'NAAQI! YAA 
ARH'AMAR-RAAH'IMEENA 
WAKHAYRAL- 
GHAAFIREENA. 


ROOH’U 


You may then sit and recite the Ayat al-Kursiy. 
The Ayat al-Kursiy is as follows: 


Allah is He besides Whom 


there is no god, the 
Everliving, the Self- 
subsisting by Whom all 
subsist; slumber does not 
overtake Him nor sleep; 
whatever is in the 
heavens and whatever is 
in the earth is His; who is 
he that can intercede with 
Him but by His 


ALLAAHU LAA ILAAHA 
ILLAA HUWAL-H'AYYUL- 
QAYYOOMU LAA 
TA KHUD'UHOO SINA TUN 
WALAA NAWMUN LAHOO 
MAA FIS-SAMAAWAATI 
WAMAA FIL-ARDHI MAN 
D'AL-LAD'EE YASHFA’U 
'INDAHOO ILLAA BI- 

JD'NIHEE YA'LAMU MAA 
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permission? He knows BAYNA AYDEEHIM agile Loy qual 
what is before them and WAMAA KHALFAHUM SPP 25. 
what is behind them, and WALAA YUH'EET'OONA turn U gara Yy 
they cannot comprehend BISHAY IN MIN 'ILMIHEE L Yj tale c 
anvthing out of His ILLAA BIMAA SHAA'A TIKA 
knowledge except what WE ue SIS UE koni S gg el 
He pleases, His knowledge B epu a ee 
extends over the heavens SAMAAWAATI WAL- vals Cl slant! 
and the earth, and the AND A A Úb 22 99 Vy 
preservation of them both YA ‘OODUHOO re ee ere 
tires Him not, and He is H'IFZHUHUMAA es UJ 2^3 
the Most High, the Great. WAHUWAL-'ALIYYUL- 
"AZHEEM(U). 


You may then repeat five times the prostration and the recitan therein as 
well as the recital when you sit down. 


EPILOGUE 


Let us seal these details of the Night Prayer with the following wonderful 
maxim of the Holy Prophet (a.s): 


di JE, W ca e SIL GaU us bel a se fal s WY Co dil jj cp. 
B i65 AG Gye pte ilas jie ua Jal com Gg ol, didt B 
B AE JU cpl palo hdl He Godly cla ji iat UL (5531 
etl Gal 6 LUE, LUI old bU eoa S Sy) Gola 
BW Gly ol etd g Li yai Gy giy $5 dl yaY Bahis 
op tel p aj e (AL) “ls għa) Olja 4) NIEN y, roly 4p s 
dl sy dict Jal oe BL G giis c4 Jl ye Say chery Gants Jii 
ghd eolew i ELI Joy 3 bi, ELI beg oa eso dam JU JI 6 
Whomever Almighty Allah has bestowed with the love of the 
Imams (a.s) from my Household has received the prosperity of 
this world and the Hereafter. He should have no doubt that he will 
go to Heaven. There are twenty properties in the love for my 


Household: ten for this world and ten for the Hereafter. The ten for 
this world are: abstinence; eagerness to acquire knowledge; piety 
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in religion; inclination to worship; repentance before death; 

leasure with staving up at night (for praving and supplications); 
not being envious of what other people own; abiding by what is 
divinely right and wrong; dislike of this world; and generosity. And 
the ten for the Hereafter are: there is no reckoning for him; his 
deeds will not be measured; his record of deeds will be given to his 
right hand (implying that he is saved); freedom from Hellfire will 
be prescribed for him; his face will be white; he will be wearing 
Heavenly garments; he will be given the right to intercede on 
behalf of one hundred members of his family; Almighty Allah will 
look upon him with His Mercy; he will be wearing a crown - one of 
the Heavenly crowns; and he will enter Heaven without any 
reckoning. Then blessed be those who love the members of my 
Household.) 


1) Shaykh al-Sadüq: al-Khisàl 515; ‘Ali al-Tabrisiy: Mishkat al-Anwar 153; 
Bihar al-Anwàr 27:78; "Ali al-Namaziy: Mustadrak Safinat al-Bihür 2:161; 
Muhammad al-Rayshahriy: Mizan al-Hikmah 1:518. 


